Early Notice and Public Review of a Proposed 
Activity in a Wetland 

To: All interested Agencies, Groups and Individuals

[bookmark: _Hlk181689646]This is to give notice that the City of Swainsboro under Part 24 CFR 58 has determined that the following proposed action under 26p-x-053-2-6859 Community Development Block Grant  is located in a wetland, and the City of Swainsboro will be identifying and evaluating practicable alternatives to locating the action in the wetland and the potential impacts on the wetland from the proposed action, as required by Executive Order 11988 as amended by Executive Order 13690 and/or 11990, in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. The City of Swainsboro is addressing the lack of adequate sewer infrastructure in a targeted area.  The proposed project area encompasses King Circle Drive, Ralph Smith Place, East Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and Rentz Street, in Swainsboro. GA.  The extent of the wetland was determined using the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory.

The proposed sewer improvements will include rehabilitation of the existing sewer mains on King Circle, Ralph Smith Place, East Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and Rentz Street via the dig and replace method.  New precast manholes will be installed.  Lateral services to each residence will be replaced as well.  

Based on the National Wetland Inventory Map, a portion of the project area falls within a wetland.  No elevations will be altered in the wetland; therefore, no permitting or mitigation is required. There will be no Floodplain affected by this project according to the National Flood Insurance Program Firm Map 13107C0302C.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities in the wetland and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas. Commenters are encouraged to offer alternative sites outside of the wetland, alternative methods to serve the same project purpose, and methods to minimize and mitigate impacts. Second, an adequate public notice program can be an important public educational tool. The dissemination of information and request for public comments about the wetland can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks and impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in wetland, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

Written comments must be received by City of Swainsboro at the following address on or before November 23, 2026; City of Swainsboro, P.O. Box 600, Swainsboro, Georgia 30401 and (478) 237-7025, Attention: Herman Middlebrooks, City Administrator.  A full description of the project may also be reviewed from Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 211 North Main Street, Swainsboro, GA 30401. Comments may also be submitted via email to Herman Middlebrooks at hmiddlebrooks@cityofswainsboro.org.
