Swainshoro Radio Station WIAT
Dedicated Sunday

The History of Radio in Emanuel County
Part I — WJAT Radio, 1950 thru 1975,

Also the entertainment activities of the Nancy Auditorium
By Rick Paul

Swainsboro, Georgia has a rather unique radio history. From its humble beginnings, we
were dazzled and entertained by events that only a short time earlier would have seemed
unimaginable. The history of WJAT radio, while interesting enough, really cannot be told
completely without including the entertainment activities of the Nancy Auditorium. What a thrill
it must have been as citizens witnessed our sleepy little town transform from an obscure logging
and farming hamlet into one of the five most significant country music venues in the country.
Even more exciting, and maybe a little scary for some, when you consider that country music
was still new and rock and roll unheard of. Truly amazing!

I began collecting information for this piece in the 60s while hanging around the radio
station as a typical teenager, fascinated by juicy stories being told about the radio station and its
people. Later, after actually becoming an employee and hearing even spicier pieces of station
lore, it dawned on me that someone should write this stuff down. Well, here we are all these
years later, and alas, not much has been written about WJAT Radio or the events at the Nancy
Auditorium.



Recently, | felt the time had finally come to put down on paper some of the things | had
learned over the years. And so | began, intent on covering all aspects of our radio/entertainment
history. | wanted to really dig in, separate fact from fiction, inform the unaware, bring about a
greater appreciation for a bygone era and maybe even learn some new facts along the way. It
didn’t take long for me to realize that I, alone, was not qualified to complete such a task.
Therefore, I have covered the part of our radio history that I’ve always found most fascinating—
the debut of WJAT Radio, including our dazzling “era of live entertainment” at the Nancy
Auditorium! The years of Brazielle ownership of WJAT Inc, roughly 1976 through 1997, is not
covered in this piece, as | was not living in this area during those years. The history of WXRS
Radio by Lamar Studstill is included. What you are about to read is a hodge-podge of facts,
based on available knowledge, ranging from hard evidence to qualified hearsay, along with
pictures and articles from the local paper, choreographed in rough chronological order as best to
reflect the actual chain of events. Our story begins in the late 1940s with the man responsible for
the birth of radio in Swainsboro, the namesake of WJAT’s call letters—Jack Arnold Thompson.



| FOR A PROGRESSIVE ADMINISTRATION
)R ALL THE PEOPLE

ECIT

JACX A. THOMPSON

COUNTY COMMISSIONER

Jack A. Thompson

Jack Arnold Thompson was born in Fulton, Missouri on February 14, 1894. His father
was a Judge, his mother, a homemaker. He was raised in Springfield, Missouri, and his parents
both died of typhoid fever when he was 13. When World War | was declared, he joined the
Navy. Mr. Thompson was an intelligent man who had dreams of becoming a criminal lawyer.
After his naval service, he attended the University of Colorado in Denver. He eventually ended
up in Palm Beach, Florida, where he pursued a variety of occupations. Success came his way
from the beginning of his career, first, moving houses. He made many friends and was quite
likable. Eventually, he embarked on a career in law enforcement and then politics. Before
retirement, he served as Chief of Police of West Palm Beach, Florida. Mr. Thompson and his
first wife, Doris (Rich) had two children, Jack Jr. and Joanne. He married his second wife, Nancy
Flanders from Adrian, Georgia, in 1942. She had one daughter — Patsy (Short), who still lives in
Swainsboro. In June of 1948, Mr. Jack retired and relocated to the hometown of his new in-laws,
Swainsboro, Georgia. Along with his lovely wife Nancy and daughter Patsy, he brought with
him to Swainsboro the idea for Emanuel County’s first radio station.
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Mr. Thompson wasted no time in getting the wheels rolling on his radio station idea, but
faced difficulties right from the start. It seems some of the local banks were not very receptive to
providing financial assistance for such a “boondoggle.” Mr. John B. Spivey, owner of the Spivey
State Bank, for instance, didn’t think a radio station in Swainsboro would be profitable.
Nevertheless, Mr. Thompson got his financing and WJAT was dedicated on Sunday, January 8,
1950.









The morning of January 8, 1950, Mr. and Mrs. Thompson began greeting guests to their
brand new radio station at 8:30. At the stroke of 9 AM, engineer/announcer Jack Wisely opened
the mike an announced, “Good morning, you are tuned to radio station WJAT, Swainsboro,
Georgia!” Al Evans, first station manager, introduced Mr. and Mrs. Thompson to an awed radio
audience, after which, radio station WJAT and its studios were dedicated. And so, following a
humble benediction, our long and colorful radio history in Swainsboro and Emanuel County, was
off and running.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack A. Thompson
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Swainshoro Radio Station WJAT

By Howard Thempson
The above begutiful new build.
ing is the home of Swainshoro's
neweat and best accomplishment,
Radio Sration WIAT. The new
station was dedicated Iast Sun-

. | Say, Jam, 8, 1880,

Arriving ut the néw station's
studio at £:30 a, m, Sundzy we

" | found both the studio and ('

personnsd beaming uand cheerful.
Mr. Thompson, coowner with
hig Jovely wife, was happily
chewing his usuanl cigar with

C ! more than his ordinary Saunts-

LT

ness, His wife, Nancy, with a
boautitul orchid perchod on her
shoulder front was greeting the
arriving guests with true south-

‘lern hospitality.

On the stroke of § 2. m. Jack

* | Weisor spoke the opening “Good
" Mocning, you are tuned ta Sta

tion WIAT, Swainsboro, Ga.',
and the show was on. The fal
lowing fifteen minutez was do-

“lvated to mititary musie, by the

Langwarth Symphony Orchestra,
Al Evans, cstatiop  manager,
thon Introduced Mr. and Mre
s who dedicated the
now station and studios.

Rev. Brooks spoko the [nvo.
eation, followed hy the Mayor of
Swainshora, the Han.  Ralph
Smith who acting s the master
of cerémonies, recognized over
the alr many of the guests in
the studios, These Individuala
#tenned ta the micronhone and

Dedicated Sunday

% | the WALU. hymn for the year,

lulmtloms 10 Mr. und Mrs, Thomp-
!son for the wonderful aghiave-:

{ment. Thoso guests speaking
(were Col. George Smith, State
| Legislator; Judge Robert Hum-
phrey: Swainsboyo's Chief  of
Paliee, Walter Lamb; the Rev.
Byron Kennerly und the Rev,
Henry Brocks: Attorneys Darius
Brown and Reginald Thompson;
and Fire Chief Paul Bell, Mayor
Smith spoke of the development
and progress of Emanuel cou
nty- and paid tribute to Mr. and
Mrs, Thompaon and their radio
station, WUAT,

J. F. Mathis, represented the
Kiwanis club; " W, O, Phillips
The county board of education|
Woodrutt  Key, the Exchange
club; Tom Martin, the Junior
Ch of C ve, amd W.
. Gray, the Swalnsboro Forest-
Hlude, All these géntlemen spoke
Impressively, their congratuli:|
tions to WIAT and It's oWnors
an hehalf of thelr firm gr cl{llh.

Expresaing - his  han'ss and
COngr ! ta the bied
guests and 0 Co-owners Mr. ard
Mrs. Thompson, Manager Evans
invited the genersl publle to
visit the studios of WJIAT wtf
any opportune time the core
monies came to a close and the
station, WJIAT. was now a
reality, dedicated to The success
and prosperity of it's new own.

"

4 spoke works of encouragerment

{ Luke 1,79,

Twin City Baptist
W.M.U. Meets

The Graymont-Summit Baptist
Woman's Missionary Unlon held
its first meeting of the year in

2, at 3:15, Fiftesn ladies

were preseént to greet Mrs, W,

W. Curf, the new president.
The meeting was opened with

“Christ for the World We Sing.”
Prayer, Mrs. Curl,
Devotional, Mrs, W, O. Webb,

The entire BSth Psalm was rond

by Mre Webb after which she

for the new year in W.MU,
work. Mrs. Fred Coleman Jead
In prayer,

The perpetunl watchword of
the WALU. was given, The new
walchword for 1850 ig found in

The regular routine of busi
ness was carrled out. The appor-
Honment card was filled out for
the year.

Mr Douglus Colling hospitat
ity chalrmun for the year read |
o lst of hostosses for the Royal-
Servicr programs for this yeer,
A list of the chairmen for cach
month to get up Royal Servies
programs was tead by Mrs. J.
F. Mathis, program .chalrman,

A reception was plannad for
our new pastor and his family,
Mr. and Mrs. Owverstroet, and
daughter,

Mrs J. F. Marhis announeed
the assoclational executive board
meeting 1o be held at her home
on Jan, 14,

| L M8, Cutl read plans and com-
mittees for the annual WM
aszocintional ing to be held
at the Gray ~Summit Baptist
chureh on Jan, ‘12 |

The mesting was. closed with
prayer,

Mrs: Loy 1. Cowatt, Reporter

The first recorded typewritor
was patented In England in 1714, I
according 10 the Encyclopsedia !
Britannica. \

High School
PTA Me:ts

The January meeting of 1
High School FTA was held |
the lbrary last Thursday afte
noon. The program, based on t}
subject of “Meeting the Nee
of the High Schaol Student th:
Clubs and other Extra-Currie
lar Activities” was under 1t
direction of Miss Julia Odo
with  students  participatin
Wendell Powell discussed )
work of the Key club; Shirl
Proctor, the Latin e¢lub; Bunt
Balley, the Spanish club; Jow
Perryman, the FHA; Bil
Hayes, the FFA; Imogene Smit
the Beta ¢lub; Rita Johnsto
basketball; Rupert Turner, H
Science  club, The attendan
check gave the prize to o
cleventh grade for having 1)
largest number present. TI
pt Mr< B Marti
presidod over the business s
glon, Plans were completed ar
committees appointed for )
bonefit games party which w
be held about the middle of ne:
month. After gdjournment a =
cial hour was enjoyed with Mr
Howard Henson acting as ho
teas.

Sing Jan 29th at
Summertown

The Emanuet coumty  singin
oonvention will be held in 1h
High school building at sSumme
town this fifth Sunday, Jar
29th, Al singers and Jovers o
gospel singing are invited to b
with us and help make It & goo

day, Summertown is a real goo

place 1o go and we are lookin;
forward to the time to go on
thore with these fine people fo
a singing We have the Cullin
Trio and u lot of good singer
dated for that sing. We will b
looking for you

Yours singing,
Dr. Binkenship

ers.. Swalnsboro and Emanoel

Wili He Be Foraotta

After facing early difficulties and a lukewarm debut, WJAT was eventually accepted and
warmly embraced in Emanuel County. The station programming included a wide variety of
entertainment, both recorded and live, along with world, state, and local news, as well as weather

and sports.



800 KILOCYCLES
SWAINSBORO, GEORGIA

WIAT DIAL TIME

1000 WATTS

As this program is subject to change without notice, tear it out nd keep it
near your radio. This program appears only in the Swainsboro Forest-Blade.

Time

7:18 Sign On
7:30 Good Morning Man
7:58 News

8:00 Shoppers Special

8:45 News

9:00 Morning Symphonette
$:30 Novelty Time

10:00 News

Dally

10:18 Mommning Devotional

10:30 In a Woman's World
45 The 800 Club

11:00 Luncheon Melodies
11:30 Mid Day Merrymakers
12:15 News

12:30 The Eddy Arnold Show

12:45 Gospel Harmonles

1:00 Stumpus Gang

1:15 Bulletin Board

1:30 Ranch House Roundup

2:30 Easy Listening

2:55 News

3:00 Remnte from Stockyard
(Monday Only)

3:15 Hep Parade

430
5:00

Salon Concert

Mike Mysteries

515 In Your Neighborhood

8 30 Sundown on the Trall
5$-45°In the Alr with Roger Gale
£:00 $Star Flnal

SATURDAY
7:30 Sign On
7:30 Good Morning Man
7:85 News
8:00 Shoppers Special
8:45 News
#:00 Mormning Symphonette
$:30 Novelty Time
10:00 News
10:05 Transcribed Interiude
10:15 Country Church of the Ailr

10:30 South Ga. Farm Parade

11:00 Luncheon Melodies
11:30 Mid Day Merrymakers

12:15 News
12:30 The Eddy Armold Show

12:45 Gospel Harmonles

1:00 Stumpus Gang

1:15 Bulletin Board

1:30 Ranch House Roundup
2:30 Easy Listening

2:55 News

1:00 Hep Parade

4:30 Salon Concert
5:00 Emiie Cote Glee Club
5:15 Pipes of Melody

5:30 Three Star Final
5:45 Sign Off

e ——————————————————————————————————— e e

Early WJAT schedule from “The Blade”

i SUNDAY
7:30 Sign On
7:30 Good Morning Man
7:55 News
8:00 Shoppers Special
§5:45 News
2:00 Morning Symphonette
9:30 Novelty Time
10:00 News
10:08 Transcribed Interlude
10:15 Sunday School
(Broadcast from Church)

10:45 Sunday Concert Hall
11:00 Church Service

12:00 Mid Day Merrymakess
12:15 News

| 12:30 Fordville News

12:35 Emile Cote Glee Club
12:45 Gospel Harmonles

1:00 Stumpus Gang

1:15 Bulletin Board

1:30 Ranch House Roundup
2:30 Fasv Listening

2:55 Newsx

3:00 Hep Parade

-4:30 So Proudly We Hall
5:00 Through the Listening
(ilass

5:30 Cavalcade of Music
6:00 3.Star Final

————— e e



Radio work in the 1950s and 60s was considered white-collar work and employees were
expected to look the part. Here is the first WJAT staff in January of 1950.
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For the first few years, WJAT was only licensed for daytime operations and therefore,
went on the air at sunrise, signing off at sundown. This was an obvious disadvantage for night
listeners; therefore, in 1952, WJAT FM was licensed and began broadcasting on frequency 101.7
megahertz (frequency was changed to 98.3 in 1966 and later to 98.1 FM). WJAT AM broadcast
from sunrise to sunset; WJAT FM was only turned on at AM sign off and broadcast special
events such as sports programming, live music, or other special events. Eventually, following
some hard times and failures, WJAT FM was allowed to simulcast with the AM all day, then
stay on the air until midnight with special programming.



<
First WJAT ManagAer, Al Evans, his sister Sally (wife of Joe Beaumont), and Engineer/Annduncer Jack
Wisely, aka "The Stumpous Gang'' heard on WJAT radio and featured on the Peach State Jamboree.



WIAT's 1st DJ—Joe Beaumont, credited as the man who played the first record on
WJAT, “Delilah” (not the Tom Jones song). He’s cool enough to host “American Bandstand™!



During those early years at WJAT, there were many special promotions, such as “Shop at
the Store with the mike on the door.” Doing so would register local patrons for chances to win all
types of goods and merchandise.

Bt IN\UTY A'DS

F.M. Smith with more lucky winners
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Mrs. Doris Lewis at Paige’s Red and White (in current Sanitary Mt location).

~
)
-

.‘

Mrs. Lewis gifting the Claxton family at Friendly Grocery (now a vacant lot, next to the Jimmy Morgan
home on West Moring St.)



H.E.Buffington chats with Miss Georgia Forestry/Miss
Pine Tree Festival, Linda Sconyers, circa late 1950s.



x
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L-R: H.E. Buffington, Jim Slawson, Johnnie Bailes, Mrs. Doris Lewis, and Dick
Harvey.




WIJAT’s rolling stock out in front of the station, circa early-mid 1960s.



A few years after the debut of WIAT Radio, station owners Jack and Nancy Thompson
developed a plan for an auditorium to be used for gospel sings and other special events. The
Thompsons got the idea for an auditorium after attending a big gospel show over in Washington
County. They were so impressed by the enthusiasm of the audience they just knew that type of
entertainment would be a hit in Swainsboro. And it was!
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The Nancy Auditorium opened in April of 1954. A “Name the Auditorium” contest was
held and Lucille (Wasden) Odum won a new radio for coming up with the name “Nancy” (Mr.
Jack’s wife’s name, of course) for the new auditorium.



Mr. Jack Thompson was so pleased when his auditorium was completed on time, he
gave every man who had worked on the project a brand new suit!



.....continued on next page



...continued from previous page.




Mr. Jack Thompson running the show.
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COFFEE
SOFT CRINKS
SANCWICHES

Herman Short and unidentified assistants working the concession stand.



AW

Bbbby Thompson (with banjo) and the local boys in the band at the Peach State Jamboree.



Members of the Peach State Jamboree, L to R: Hazel Johnson West, her husband, Hugh West, Bobby
Thompson, aka Clem Hayshaker (in hat), Harold Ashley, Ernest Jump, and Jack Wiseley—standing.






The “Era of Live Entertainment” at the Nancy Auditorium

Swainsboro’s remarkable entertainment history is the result of a number of interesting
factors, all beginning in 1956, when Mr. Jack Thompson hired Johnnie Bailes as an announcer
on WJAT and as manager of the Nancy Auditorium. This single event is the key to events that
would follow and eventually led to the sale of WJAT to Webb Pierce and Jim Denny. The
magical formula of Bailes, Denny, and Pierce all associated with the same radio station, WJAT,
and its Nancy Auditorium was somewhat like having three planets collide in your backyard,; it
was bound to make noise, and it was, arguably, the most historically significant entertainment
occurrence in this part of the southeast since the invention of the radio.

The very beginning of our “era” however, started earlier, soon after WJAT went on the
air with live gospel shows presented on radio. The shows were a big hit and Mr. Thompson
believed they could attract big crowds in concert, as well, as he had seen in neighboring counties.
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The first live entertainment shows at the Nancy Auditorium were gospel. Following are a few remaining
pictures of some of the early gospel groups.  Above: The Goodmans on stage at the Nancy.
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An unidentified gospel group

This story features many old articles, pictures and ads from our local newspaper, the
Swainsboro Forest-Blade, provided to me by Mary Ann Smith, of the Emanuel County
Historical Society. Mary Ann spent many hours searching through copies of old newspapers and
microfilm. We left most of them completely unedited and uncaptioned, as they speak for
themselves. We felt the community news and pictures from the period were well worth sharing.
Enjoy.



DON'T MISS
THIS
SOUL-STIRING
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SING

Featuring
Amarica's Best Loved Gospel
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With the

Sunshine Boys
Quartet

And the
HAPPY RHYTHM BOYS

Viancy Auditorium
Swainsboro, Ga.
THURSDAY, JUNE 27th
8:30 P.M.
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NOW PURINA STEER FATENA WIDINS THE PROST GAD

in four public feeding demonstrations . . .

Purina-fed steers

return *20.33 more per head

Stoor Fatona-fed steers gained
6, funter than steers fod single-
povrew protein in mplit-dob tests
2.08.1b. sverage daily gain for
stoorn gotting Stoer Fatooa . . .
2118 Ibe. for single-source protein
roup. Steer Fatena steers con-
verted an average of 7.48 lbe, of
feed 010 A pound of beef,

In recent months, four public
feeding demonstrations were
conducted at snles yards in
Indinnapolis, Ind., Norfolk,
Nebr., Louiaville, Ky., and
Evonsville, Ind. In sach test,
twenty hoad of sleers wern sorted
svenly into two lota, All cottle
worn fod the same basic rution
with just one difference; one lot
al ench location wus fed & single-
source protein supplement, while
the other lot in the split test re-

reep PURINA. . .vou

THOMPSON FARM SUPPLY

South Main St.

ceived Purine Steer Fatena with
stilbestrol, Longth of foeding
varied between 100 and 140 dave

for an averagw of 12514 duys,
The gup betwoen market price
and feod cont was 32033 weider
per steer in the Steer Fatera
grovgs (sverage), then for the
cattle fod single-svtrce pirolen
In addidon, the Stenr Patena cpt.
te put oo oach pound of gain
with an average of only 7.44 |bs.
of feed. This i more than 2 |
fena foed than the U, 5, average!
(See churt above.)

Ark us richt away . . : at the
Store with the red-snd-white
Checkerboard Sign | . . to tell you
more about Purina Sieer Futons
fooding programw, and how the
one thut saits your conditions can
belp you widen the g2p betwoen
market price and feeding couts

QUALITY

CAN DEPEND ON THE CHECKEREOARD

Swainshoro, Ga.
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Past. Present, and Future
of the Soll snd Water Can-
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of the nation depetd upon bdolo- |
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upon the dependancy and roepoo- |
aibility of a bank. The Central |
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DANCE

Rouvxd & Square

To The Music Of

Curley Mullikin

And The

SunDowners
Saen & Heord Doily On WROW . TV

Nancy Auditorium
Thursday October 2nd

8:30 P. M. “Til Midnight
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Nancy Avuditorium

Swainsboro, Ga.

SUNDAY JULY 27th
2:30 ‘TIL 5:30 P.M.

”1958
Gospel Singing
Spectacular

Featuring

The Fabulous
JOHNSON SISTERS
of Birminghom, Ala.

ROY CARTER
of Fort Worth, Texas
and

THE CHUCKS

THE
LEFEVRE TRIO
With
JIMMY & REX
from Atlonta, Ga.
and
WAILLY FOWLER
The “All-Nite” Singing Mon

Doors Open 1:30P. M.
ADMISSION
Adults 93¢
Children 49 ¢

Billions of

oven Lhougn yOu 115t ENOWY TR vl

| a8 depondents.
!

3 Glve children some Income
| producing  property and let them '
report Incume from their work
| and eapital. This snother way to
speend  family Income over Uhe
{ lower tax hackets
I 4 Avuld wide Doctuationd in
income from one year fo the next

8 I selling or cutting timber,
plan te oltain apecial  capital
| gains trealmont
l 6. As you approach age 65,
plan income from renis, dividends,
interest, aml pensions to qualify
for rotirement income crodit

7. Do not hold breoding stock |
used  for production of  market
livestock too long. Furrowing only
one or two litters from sows may
qualify a largee percentage ol |
sales for capital gain Iroatment

. When preparing o replace
muchinery or oquipment, decide
whother it Is better 1o trade or
to sell putright and buy new. There
may be oo gain or Joss on lm-|
trade, Outrighl sdle and new pur |
chase may give greater deproe)
ation doductions

0. Acceleegied depreciation can |
be usod in many caves as an o |
moce evener and be au aid in
shifting income nto the caplital |
gatns category, |

10. Check loss ywars in the past
Is thers afi ubused net operating
loss deduetion? Remomber that
claims for refund may bring an
audit,

1L Don't forget about secial
security in tax planning

| 12 Whore to get Tax informa
o

(a) Farmers Tax Guide

{h) Parm Income ‘Tax Manage-
(Bxt. Sve, Bulletin)

(¢) Internsl Mevenue Service

’ (d) Lagal and Tax Counselors

‘Summertown To
Serve In July

The Summertown Farm Bureau
| is scheduled to serve tho County
Farm Bureau on Monday nlght,
July 28 ut the 411 Club House,

Leon Ehrlich, County President,
explained that wach chapler serves
| the county group one ltima during
the year. The rotation schedule ix )
sol up by the Farm Buroau Com
mitter in the beginning of the
year |

The Summmeriown group is under
the teadeeship of Wallnee Bailey,
Prosidont

- .



NANCY AUDITORIUM

SWAINSBORO

Thursday, October 17th

8:00 P. M. ‘TIL MIDNIGHT

GOSPEL CONCERT

FEATURING THE

|
LEFEVRE TRIO [

WITH THE

MUSICAL LEWIS FAMILY

AND THE

FLORIDA BOYS QUARTET l‘ ‘

ADMISSION
ADULTS 93¢ CHILDREN .49¢




STATESMAN'S QUARTET
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Honie Lester — Piano

HEARD DAILY? DAYS A WEEK AT 6:45 P. M. OVER WIAT

Singing Your Favorite Gospel Songs
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Homeland Harmony
Plus
Happy Rhythm Boys
JOURNEY MEN
Doors Open at 7:00 p, .
rogram Starts at 8:00

mission - 93¢



Live gospel concerts at the Nancy Auditorium became a big hit! Groups like the
Lefevres, the Statesmen, and the Lewis Family appeared many times over those first few years.
Then there was the time the Lewis Family brought along young Brenda Lee with them. That was
such a big hit that soon the entertainment was expanded to include square dances on Friday
nights. These events quickly became the most popular entertainment at the Nancy to date, and
led to the formation of the Peach State Jamboree later in 1954.

Aa? ey ) L § 4 '3 " N
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PEACH STATE JAMBOREE
NANCY AUDITORIUM, SWAINSBORD, GA.
EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

1* row: Jack Wisely, Bobby Thompson, aka “Clem Hayshaker,” the Hubbard sisters.

2" row: Joyce Sapp, a Kirby girl from Oak Park, unknown, Hugh “Hillbilly” West, Hazel
Johnson (Hugh and Hazel were married), Jimmy Miller, Delores “Dee” Thompson, Roy
Hawkins, Ernest Jump, Harold Ashley, and Tommy McNorrell.

3" row: J.B. Wasden, unknown, unknown, unknown, unknown, Emery Carr, David
Miller, Jack Sowell, Cleve Warnock, and Ira Harrell.

4™ row: unknown, Melvin Sapp, unknown, unknown.
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The Peach State Jamboree house band

The Peach State Jamboree was an array of local musicians along with special, sometimes
famous, guests. Some of them, like Brenda Lee, appeared over and over again.

Basically, the show was modeled after the Louisiana Hayride in Shreveport, Louisiana, on which
Johnnie Bailes and his famous brothers starred in the 1940s. There were many other similar
venues throughout the country. The WLS Barn Dance in Chicago was probably the oldest,
starting in the early 1920s, and heard throughout much of the country at night, on WLS Radio.
The Grand Ole Opry soon followed in Nashville. As you may well imagine, these shows were
extremely popular during this pre-television era.



7 i A L
The Louisiana Hayride included the Bailes Brothers in the 1940s and early 50s

- I
The Bailes Brothers on stage at te Grand Ole Opry in the 1940s with Ernest Fureson on mandolin, Del
Heck on fiddle, and Evy Lou on bass.



The Peach State shows at the Nancy Auditorium became so popular so quickly and drew such
big audiences that Jack Thompson quickly saw the need for professional help. This led to the
hiring of Johnnie Bailes, in 1956, to do the morning show on WJAT (as “Smilin’ John”) and to
manage activities at the Nancy Auditorium, as well as MC shows. Mr. Bailes’s experience led to
even greater success of the Peach State Jamboree by attracting big stars to the bill, effectively
putting the Nancy Auditorium on the national entertainment map.

Emanuel County owes a world of thanks to Jack Thompson for what he started in
Swainsboro in January of 1950; however, by the mid to late 1950s, now in declining health, Mr.
Jack made the decision to retire. Therefore, on February 1, 1957, contracts were signed to
transfer WJAT and the Nancy Auditorium to Jim Denny and Webb Pierce. WJAT was sold for
the price of $127,279.20 to be paid in 188 monthly installments of $1,060.66. First payment was
made on April 15, 1957. By December of 1957, the transaction was finalized and WJAT
officially became the property of Pierce and Denny. After seven wonderful years of bringing
radio to Emanuel and surrounding counties, Jack A. Thompson moved to Tryon, NC, where he
died on April 30, 1959, at the age of 65.

So, in 1956, Johnnie Bailes arrives in Swainsboro, a seasoned professional in the
entertainment business. He, along with his three brothers, Walter, Homer, and Kyle, who
performed as The Bailes Brothers, were big stars in the 1930s and 40s. They were members of
the Grand Ole Opry, and the Louisiana Hayride with a string of big hits that most radio listeners,
and that meant everyone who could afford a radio or had friends or family who had one, knew
well and loved.



THE BAILES BROTHERS
(Johnnie & Walter)
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Johnnie Bailes on stage with members of the Peach State house band at the Nancy in 1956.



et

Wikwii

Homer and ‘Johnnfe Bailé;
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JOHNNIE BAILES
1918-1989

JOHNNIE BAILES

John Jacob Bailes was born in Kanawha County, West Virginia, on June 24, 1918, the
second son in a family of four brothers—the oldest, Kyle; the youngest, Homer; Walter third in
line after Johnnie. The boys were all musically talented and carried the harmony duet tradition of
the 1930s into the next two decades. Although there were four brothers, they usually worked in
combinations of two. They were reared in poverty by a proud, determined, widowed mother on
the outskirts of Charleston, WV. Their father, Homer Abraham Bailes, a minister, died when
they were young. Various brothers struggled to make it on radio stations in their home state, with
little success until Johnnie and Walter got a break on the Tri-State Jamboree at WSAZ in
Huntington, WV, in 1942.

Two years later, Roy Acuff appeared on the Tri State, and was so impressed with the
Bailes Brothers harmony, he invited them to come to Nashville to audition for the Grand Ole
Opry. At first, they auditioned for Opry announcer and creator, George D. Hay, who liked them
but said he didn’t have room for them at the time. At Acuff’s insistence they auditioned for Opry
manager Harry Stone who hired them on the spot. This not only resulted in Opry membership,
but a contract with Columbia Records, as well. Their original songs like “Dust on the Bible” and
“I Want to be Loved” helped further their popularity. Soon, the Bailes Brothers were the #2 act
on stage at the Opry, behind only Roy Acuff, himself. At the end of 1946, the brothers moved
their talents to KWKH Radio, the 50,000 watt AM, powerhouse station in Shreveport, Louisiana,
where they helped initiate the Louisiana Hayride in April of 1948.



Johnnie Bailes was a natural leader among the young talents trying to break into country
music and is credited with helping many individuals get started in the business. That list of stars
includes: Hank Williams (Senior and Junior), Lil” Jimmy Dickens (he actually started as “Jimmy
the Kid-The Singing Midget”), Red Sovine, Molly O’Day, Stringbean, and Webb Pierce.

By the middle 1950s, Johnnie Bailes was becoming a family man and elected to retire
from the rigors of the music business and the road. He worked several jobs following his
“Hayride Days” and was currently at Wearever Aluminum, as a salesman, preceding his move to
Swainsboro, Georgia, in 1956. Mr. Bailes brought with him not only a growing family, but his
many connections in the music business, which he immediately began to use to attract talent to
the Peach State Jamboree. Mr. Bailes went on to become the General Manager of WJAT, Inc, a
position he held until his retirement in 1984.

WJAT Station Manager Johnny Bailes and WJAT Office Manager Mrs. Doris Lewis
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Webb Pierce first appeared at the Nancy Auditorium in 1957, as arranged by his old
friend (and discoverer) Johnnie Bailes. Pierce was so impressed by the crowds at the Nancy
Auditorium and Swainsboro; he later told his business partner, Jim Denny, that Swainsboro
would be a great place for them to invest. This, of course, led to the sale and transfer of WJAT to
Denny and Pierce later in 1957, ultimately forming WJAT, Inc, following the acquisition of
WBRO in Waynesboro, Georgia, in 1959, and WSNT in Sandersville, Georgia, in 1960.

Webd Pierce

WEBB MICHAEL PIERCE

Webb Pierce was one of the greatest stars of country music’s honky-tonk heyday in the
1950s! He had 13 billboard chart-topping singles in those years, more than any of his
contemporaries. His loud, nasal, high-pitched, and sometimes slightly off-key delivery on hit
after hit marked him as one of the genre’s most distinctive singers. A successful investor and
wealthy man for much of his life, Pierce knew how to spend money to heighten his image. He is
perhaps most well remembered today for his silver dollar-studded Cadillac...



S T e Lo e 8 COUNTRY SUPERSTAR

for flash Is weak ~--Webb Plerce and his 1955 Silver Dollar Cadiliac

....and guitar shaped swimming pool!

NASHVILLE LANDMARK
-..Tourists pose by Pierce’s guitar-shaped pool

Born Webb Michael (Mike) Pierce in West Monroe, Louisiana, on August 8, 1921, he
grew up with the music of Jimmie Rodgers, Gene Autry, the great western swing bands of Texas
and Oklahoma, and, of course, the Cajun bands of his home state. Pierce first sang professionally
on KMLB radio in Monroe, Louisiana, but after a brief stint in the Army in the early days of
World War 1l, he moved to Shreveport, Louisiana. In Shreveport, he found early morning radio
work on KTBS, appearing with his wife, Betty Jane. They worked early morning radio gigs and
honky-tonk clubs at night. For six years, Webb worked at Sears and Roebuck in Shreveport in
the men’s department, all the while striving for a break with his singing career. That break came
after Johnnie Bailes heard him on KTBS and decided to give him the opportunity to appear as his
guest on the Louisiana Hayride. Pierce was an immediate hit, which caused his career take off.
Success, however, didn’t come for both the Pierces, and Webb and Betty Jane separated and
divorced in 1950.



Webb Pierce built quite a band around himself with such future legends as Floyd Cramer
on piano, Tillman Franks, manager and bass, Jimmy Day, steel guitar, Tex Grimsley, fiddle,
Teddy and Doyle Lawson, and Faron Young as backup vocalists. Soon, Pierce was the hottest act
on the Louisiana Hayride, which enabled him and Hayride producer Horace Logan to launch the
Pacemaker record label, featuring other Hayride acts, as well as Pierce. By this time, Pierce was
also recording for California’s Four Star Records. In 1951, Pierce moved up to Decca and the
next year scored a big hit with “Wondering,” which inspired the band’s name: “The Wondering
Boys.” Pierce followed that with two #1 hits back to back: Back Street Affair” and “That Heart
Belongs to Me.” It was on the strength of these two hits that he was able to join the Grand Ole
Opry in the summer of 1952. Following the death of Hank Williams Sr., Pierce became one of
the hottest stars in country music, reigning there through 1955. He even had a hit on the pop
charts in 1959 with “I Ain’t Never.”

Pierce closely allied himself with a friend he had made through his many appearances at
the Grand Ole Opry—Opry talent manager, Jim Denny. Together they embarked on many
investment ventures. In 1953 they launched Cedarwood Publications. Cedarwood was very
successful and led to the pair jointly investing earnings from it and other ventures into the
purchase of radio stations around the country, including those in Swainsboro and, eventually,
Sandersville and Waynesboro, Georgia, as well.



JAMES RAE DENNY

Jim Denny was one of the most influential men in Nashville with regard to the birth of
country music. His skills as a promoter and developer of talent played a vital role in the growth
of country music in the 1950s and early 60s.

Jim Denny worked from the bottom up, starting as a mailroom clerk at National Life and
Accident Insurance Company and ending up owner of Nashville’s WSM Radio and the Grand
Ole Opry. While rising through the ranks at the insurance company’s accounting division, Denny
found great satisfaction as opportunities arose and he was drawn to side jobs backstage at the
Opry. He eventually took over as director of WSM’s Artist’s Service or booking department,
while also serving as house manager for the Opry. During his tenure there, Denny dealt with
scores of country music acts, record label executives, and show promoters.

In 1953, he formed Cedarwood Publishing Company with business partner Webb Pierce.
This little venture made Denny and Pierce very wealthy men. In 1955, Denny was voted
“Country and Western Man of the Year” by Billboard Magazine. In 1956, however, he was
abruptly fired from the Grand Ole Opry amid allegations of conflict of interest (stemming from
his involvement in booking and publishing) and went on to form the Jim Denny Artist Bureau.
This company continued signing the Opry’s top acts and soon, in what was called the largest
individual package sale in country music history, Denny signed an agreement with the Phillip
Morris Tobacco Company to provide talent for the “Phillip Morris Country Music Show.” This
move, while making a fortune for Denny’s talent agency, helped boost the popularity of country
music, by providing great live country shows for venues all over the country.



In the early days of country music, artists were grouped together on big live traveling
shows called “package shows”! Martha White Flour, Phillip Morris Cigarettes, Prince Albert
Tobacco, BC Powders, etc. all of these big-money advertisers sponsored package shows. These
tours traveled the country, performing for months at a time. Being lucky enough to get one of
these big package shows was a great way for young struggling artists trying to get a start in the
music business and get noticed by record labels. It was also great for small venues, which
otherwise would never be able to attract much talent to their towns.

Being the Grand Ole Opry house manager and owner of his own talent agency gave Jim
Denny many profitable opportunities. Requiring young artists to perform at smaller venues
before allowing them to appear on the Opry or before booking them to a big package show,
became a standard business practice for Denny, as well as others. Venues like Swainsboro,
Georgia, where Denny was part owner of the radio station and concert venue, enjoyed
appearances by stars they would never have seen, were it not for the influence of Jim Denny.

Denny and Pierce prospered greatly from their investments in Cedarwood Publishing and
other ventures. They branched out even more, purchasing several radio stations throughout the
southeast, including WJAT in Swainsboro and eventually its sister stations, WBRO in
Waynesboro and WSNT in Sandersville.

Generally, you can’t speak of Jim Denny without hearing some version of this story:
Supposedly, the reason Elvis Presley never appeared at the Nancy Auditorium in Swainsboro
was that after an audition for Denny, he told Elvis “not to give up his truck driving job.” After
further research | found that, after Elvis appeared on the Grand Ole Opry, as arranged by Sam
Phillips of Sun Records, the audience, having never seen anything like Elvis, was so stunned by
his unorthodox performance, they rendered only scant, polite applause. Afterward, Jim Denny
told Sam Phillips that his “singer wasn’t bad, but his act didn’t fit the bill” and Elvis was fired by
Denny on the spot. It was Eddie Bond—not Jim Denny—who earlier, following an audition for a
job as a vocalist with his band, told Elvis that he’d “better stick to driving a truck, because you’re
never going to make it as a singer.” Supposedly, Denny took it a step farther though, and made
Elvis promise him to never come back to the Grand Ole Opry, and he didn’t. Elvis went on to
appear on The Louisiana Hayride from October until December of 1954, where, after attracting
the attention of Colonel Tom Parker, he was really discovered.

On August 27, 1963, Jim Denny unexpectedly died, leaving Webb Pierce as sole owner
of WIAT, Inc, after Pierce was able to buy Denny’s interests from his estate.



So, our “Era of Live Entertainment” at the Nancy Auditorium in the 50s and 60s was the
result of the efforts of three key people; Johnnie Bailes, who basically discovered Webb Pierce in
Shreveport and introduced Pierce and Jim Denny to Swainsboro; Webb Pierce, who had the big
name and big star status in country music; and Jim Denny, who had big money and the Grand
Ole Opry connections. With such personalities connected to Swainsboro radio, it becomes
clearly understandable how all those big-name stars came to appear at the Nancy in Swainsboro.
Aurtists were virtually required by the Denny organization to perform wherever they were asked,
in order to get booked onto larger venues such as the Grand Ole Opry, Louisiana Hayride, or a
big package show. Literally, dozens of entertainers—those who went on to greater acclaim, as
well as those never heard from again—appeared at the Nancy Auditorium in Swainsboro,
making Swainsboro, for a time, one of the hottest country music entertainment spots in the
world! Unbelievable—and very exciting!

From sleepy little farm community to top country music concert site in just a few short
years, Swainsboro struggled to keep pace with the times, as the Nancy Auditorium created an
environment for unparalleled growth. The number of restaurants and motels in town, including
our beloved Sam’s Drive-In, more than tripled during this period of our history.

One funny story related to me: when Mel Tillis came to appear at the Nancy Auditorium
not long after its completion. There were not enough available motel rooms in town, so Tillis
was invited to sleep over at WJAT Office Manager, Mrs. Doris Lewis’s house.

Another: when Jerry Lee Lewis appeared in 1957, he jumped on top of the grand piano—
which was the house piano at the Nancy Auditorium—and was promptly told to get down by
Johnnie Bailes! Lewis walked out on the show and was later seen by many at Sam’s Drive-In
getting a bite to eat.

On March 22, 1958, Audrey Williams and daughter Lycrecia (Hank Williams Sr’s widow
and daughter) appeared at the Nancy in Swainsboro. This is the concert at which young Hank Jr.
took the stage and made his entertainment debut by opening with a lively version of “Lovesick
Blues”! And the rest, as they say, is history.

What follows are a number of advertisements from the Forest Blade, for various
entertainers who appeared live at the Nancy Auditorium. Thanks again to Mary Ann Smith for
her untiring efforts!
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THE NANCY AUDITORIUM o™ .

PRESENTS sixty members and friends of the
Hawhammock community met at
AND HIS the 4-H Club House for a Sunday

School social.

TEXAS TROUBADORS The social was sponsored Dy

Mrs. Jadie Boatright and also

Thursday Night Fob. 20d [ 5 v te vax sociat o
had ever attended

AT 8:00 P.M. Besides members and the Pas

THE NANCY AUD'TOR‘UM tor, Rev. S, C. Garner the friends
that were present were: Mr. and

Mrs, John L. Kent and family,

SWAINSBORO' GA. Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hall and

family, Mrs. Hugh Jenkins, Mrs
Mae Parcille, Mrs. Louise Kemp
and Patricla Kemp, Mr. Ehno
Blackburn, Mrs. Edward Hayes
and son, Mrs. Loren Boatright
Everyvone enjoyed this social

IN PERSON—STARS of the
very much and would like to

GRAND OLE OPRY [N

FROM NASHVILLE * - =
« TENNESSEE - Two Swaiinsboro Men
Enlist in the Marines

Master Sergeant Pierce Smith
of the Marine Corps Recruiting
Station In Savannah announced
today that George Lester Jones
son of Emmas Lee Jones, RFD
No. 2. Swainsboro and Willie
Melvin Nunn, son of Susie Nunn
East Gumlog Street, Swainsboro
were recently enlisted in  tho
Marines

Both men have been sent 0
Parris Island, S C. where they
will receive ten weeks of recruit
|training After recruit training
they will come home for a ten-
day leave before reporting 1o
their next duty station

ADMISSION $1.00

The 12 percent reduction in
the 1856 fluecured tobacco acre-
age allotment means that Geor-
gia will have un allotment of
approximately 89.000 acres




starring
© Julie Andrews
with Neward Lindsey Darethy Stichney,

fIks Chose, Jom Cypher, Edith Adums,
Buye Ballord and Allee (hentley

e niow form Will pRY and ool
pct afl hilla
The costinued lberal patromnage
of th publie | solicitod
This 20t day of Marrh L0
1ol Darhsler

L
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TUESDAY
APRIL 2

Nancy Auditorium
8:00 P. M.
GRAND OLE OPRY

Presents

~ ON STAGE v
e pesee | 1A makes e

difference

When you iron clothes, your hand Iron has to be hot to

do a good cb. Yot it your iron were h:pv feet long, you

\ would find it could be warm and sfill iran just as well. That's
| bacause you spread the heat o3 you move the small h_ar\d
‘ ' s iron back and forth. Without moving, the large iron

N CAMTOL RECORDING STAR | spreads its own heat evenly. Have our laundry n.mh‘m
larger irons and lower femperatures do a safer ironing

7m ?‘““9 ‘ ieb for you.

THE COUNTRY DEPUTIES ’

‘ FRELIN HUSKY 1 E R N
r THE HUSH PUPPIES

N

PATSY KLINE
| ARTHUR GODFREY WINNER
SIMON CRUM LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANERS
COMEDIAN )
JOHNNY BAILES, M. C. "t costs so little to look your best,
‘r.—._—_“—'—';l PHONE 3451
2 ¢ x ¢k s
" WAL —li‘ | ! } o - -— | LOG] ST W Awpungy

FAVINLEINOL ONOESNIV

Faron Young along with Frelin Husk; i i
u y and Patsy Kline, (ob 1 i i i
her sometimes, fill-in, lead guitar player in 1957y—Roy ,C(lar‘l;l!ous Y spelling errors), possibly accompanied by



8LITE CAPS

Americc’s Fost Rising
¥ ROCK N' ROLL STAR: K

and sensational
Capitol 2ecording Personality

Fresh from his recent Hit Movie
Y “GIRL CAN'T MELP IT”
Starring JIAYNE Mm

LOTTA LOVIN
BE-DOP-A-LULA

Dance to Their Music at the W.J.A.T.

“RECORD HOP”

Dancing from 8:00 P.M. ‘Til Midnight

NANCY AUDITORIUM

Swainshoro, Ga.
FRIDAY NIGHT - JANUARY 3ist

ADMISSION: .93c per Person

FRALALLALALAALA R GALBBALAALALALALLAALARLALLREE
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THE

Health Hints

N(IIICY A“difﬂﬁ"m By: Raymond Summerlin,

Swainsboro, Ga.

Presents
In Person

HANK

SNOW
“The Singing

Ranger”
With His

Rainbow
Ranch Boys

Stars Of
R.C.A. Victor Records
Grand Ole Opry & TV

With Other
Recording Artists
Two Performances
3:00 & 8:30 P. M.

SUNDAY OCTOBER 5th
ADMISSION
Adults 93¢ — Children 49¢
Come Early

Public Heaith Sanitarian
‘ - ¥ 3

The word confldence means
different thines to peooie, Ty some
it means that they have trust in o
person or a firm: to others il
means that you can rely on what
(¥ou sre told by a person; and to

other people i means that a busi-
nosz firm will do just as thoy say
| they'll do.

Certainly, we all want to inspire
lconfidence in those people we
| work with and also we want our
| friends to have confidence in what
| we suy.
| The Health Department staff
Istrives to aequire the ennfidence

of the people of Emanuel County.
!for the relation of the department
and the public must be built on a
foundntion of confidence. No mat-
ter If it be the work of the im-
munization program of our Health
Department, other phases of the
Nursing Service, or work of the
Environmental Sunitation Service,
the (eeling of confidence is of ut
most importance.

You can rely on and be sure that
the Health Department staff will
give you securate and correet in.
formation and service. On the
other hand, we must have confi-
dence in those people we are in
contact with daily. There must be
confidence on both sides if the
greatest amount of Iimprovement
' can be made in the Health activity
of the County.

The many programs of the
Health Department are designed to
Inspire confidence in the people of
 our County and to give them as-
surance that every effort is being
made to help them live a better
and happier life thru improved
health and freedom from disease.
In addition, the work of the Sanl-
tarian is aimed at inspiring confi-
dence in the foods we buy at the
store, the schools we sitend, the
places of play and recreation, By
a constant sampling of milk, water,
| ete. the public is assured of good
products being offered for sale;
through the inspection of enviro-
menta! sanitation conditions of
sewage, spetie tunks, safety factors
of work and play areas and the
! many other factors which surround
"us, the public gains confidence in
' the food items they buy, the water

| they drink. the pools in which they |

|round their homes, as well as the |
enviromen! that surrounds them
| To gain thin public econfidence
| requires constant work and effort
|of the Henlth Department stoff to
see that correet information iy
iglven to the public on the large
 number of subjects covered by Lhe
:ncu\'ltlrl of thia Department; and
| to see that inspections are made in
a reasonable length of time

We nll must have confidence in
the people with whom we deal |
daily, in the store, in rocreation
and at work, You know many peo-
ple who inspire confidence in you
from the very first contsct with |
them, by their manner, their effort |
to give you all the facts about the |
problem under dimcussion, and by
their effort to see thal you have all
facts 50 you can decide what you
want Lo do.

Do you iry to inspire confidente
inothers? Do you “lay the cards
on top of the table”™ and explain
the points both for and sgainst the
project or idea? In order to have a
botter world In which to live,
there must be mutual confidence
in business, friendship, in play and
in soclal life, Are you doing your
part to inspire confidence and to
help this world to Improve? A
Person who tries to be Iair to his
fellow man will build confidence in
those with whom he comes in con.
tact. What s your attitude? If it
needs to improve or be changed,
then start NOW.

DID YOU KONW THAT...

Nearly 60,000 copies of The Red
Cross Newslettor are distributed
each month, and probably twice as |
many read the publication,




oned e it om i i ] | Person
JEAN SHEPHERD

curity deed, asnd the suld land
described  thervln, witheut re
course, as shown by Instrument
recorded in the Office of Clerk,
Emanwel Superior Court, in Dend
Hook DE page #01; and
Wheress, sald nole has become
n default an fo paymenmt of the
mtalbmenty due thereon snd us
det the provislons of said deed
the sodersigned elocts that the
entiry pole. principal and Inter
ceome due of poen

New, thorstore, wecording

be erginal terms of mid seeur
eed und
made sod provided the us- |
dersigned will expose for sale 0|
a¢ Righeot amd best bidder foe
the abovedeecribed land
proper  adverisement, oo
the Fint Tuesday In June, 1887,
hetween the Jegsl bours of sale
belore the courthouse door In
Emanuel County, Georgla The
procoods from asaid sale will be
wed first to pay the cost and |
petne of swid sale. the exponse
W protecting the property snd
attorney’s foes. secund (o puy
the indobtedness horehy smcured;
snd third 1o pay the surplus, if
sny, 1 the person o persens
legally entitied (heretn

This Oth day of May, 1987

Protective Life Insurance
Company

Reantrve & Mouttree, Altermeys
Mey 0,16, 22, %0)

the laws i such

AN

245

alls

A sutumarine navigates by seund
when submerged Sound enn (ravel
1.000 nsutical milex or mote usdes
water

STANDARD TIPS

“Mako it Snappy—'We're s Huary”

When you trade with ow, it
slways amappy servioe

Dusvich’e Conndurd |

Nancy Auditorium XVMNW Plate

Swainsboro, Ga.

THURS., MAY 16

One Show Only 8:00 PM
ADMISSION 93¢ ADULTS
A49¢ CHILDREN

RADIO'S COAST TO COAST NBC

e Y S Ny R
GRAND oLE OPRY

ANVALE TERMESLY

SHEPHERD

CAMIOL SICORDING ARTIST

wSS DEAR JORN.A SATIIIE MIND

SAMMY BARNHAR

DICCA OEDING ANTIST

SMOKEY
PLEACHER

SENSATIONAL COMEDIAN OF THE
GRAND OLE OPRY

EARL WHITE

EHAMION OLD TIME TIDDAER

5-F- 1757

Hawkshaw Hawkins along with Cowboy Copas perished with Pasty Cline in a plane

crash on March 5, 1963.

s
]
'
|

;

R Wl Star

U. S. CHOICE “AA

STEAKS
ROUND
SIRLOIN
T-BONE
CUBE
CHUCK

1342 Reg, Jar
35¢

Blee Plate
PEANUT BUTTER

m Vlhh; '
PEACHES No. 2%: con 29¢

CHARCOAL 10 Ib. bog 69¢

Fronch's 1805 Botthe
BAR B Q SAUCE 45¢
CRISCO 3 Ib, con 97¢
Scelties 400 Sheet Dox
FACIAL TISSUE 29¢
Nnv_ll; -
CHEER Large Box 27¢
Nabhico T L. Bes
GRAHAM CRACKERS 3¢
Seolt Paper -
TOWELS 2 reg. rolls 37¢
Dog Food =
DASH Ib, can 2-29¢
li_t:d’;;_‘nll Style ;n Jar
MUSTARD 10¢
Dﬂrdﬂ_l__Wllrr Ground =
CORN MEAL 10 lbs, 69¢
W, Orange Pehoe & Pokoe
TEA B-01. Box 47¢
Marols Cornedl
COOKING OIiL Q1. 65¢
Fresh Pork _
3 Lbs. 39¢

NECK BONES

Stew

BABY

IB. F
69c (
69c S
79 K
7% L
39 K
19¢ €

Green Deagon
LONG GRAIN R

l &-ullTuhu

YELLOW SQUA:
New Crop Bed
POTATOES
Aerowiax Self -Polis)
LIQUID WAX
Armeur's Cloverble
BUTTER

Pet or Bordems P
COTTAGE CHEE
Sun Valley
COLORED OLEC
Dixianna Fraren
STRAWBERRIES
Seald Sweet
ORANGE JUICE
IAln’(rul Serve, W
BAR B8 Q CHICK
Armeurs Stsr All

Bologna, cut it
Guess wilhin  one
welght und 24

;mwn Star Chan
SALAMI

v(mmn Star Smel
Tenderized Picn
FAT BACK




HE TEIAIVES L4 WOud s s = -
tu spent a few dayn last week w
wr cousin Mrs. Dells Thompson.

Dr. and Mre 5. S Youmans,
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. McMillan, War
rent Boyd and Mins Susie Boyd at-
tended the Gregg-Atkinson wed-
ding in Concord Saturday, Sep-
tember 28 Miss Boyd kept the
bride’'s book for her cousin.

fomer Brown spemt Thursday
and Friday in Charlotte, N. C. with
relatives.

Mr. and Mrs. R L. McDougal of
Marietta were weckend guests of
their parents, Mr. and M. Homer
Brown.

Mrs. T. W. Sammons and Mrs.
Andrew Jeffries will attend the
fall board mecting of the Georgla
Pederation of Womens Club in At-
lanta this week

-

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Tomlinson
Jr. and son of Decatur ire expect-
¢d Friday for a visil with thoir
parents Mr. and Mrs. Wiley Paw-
ell

dyr snd Mre W. E. Rouniree
antt children Julla and Madelin
spont the weekend with relatives
at Rhine

Mrs.
1th | an,

(0-3-571

HL B DESAEE, O h. KA LMAT | gre (De PICOEES UVEL L0 wenssue
gl W wwnmx::'r' " Ohe. vt serisl, sereriets
¥ - Wa .|at the University of Georgia.
and Mrs. M. A.- Carlton, Mr, and | pradeing Phi Mu were Miss Midge
Mre LeRoy Williams, Mr. and | gowen, Miss Sara Youngblood and
Mrr. J. D, Meleod, Jack McLood, | priss Edith Brown. Miss Gay Davis
Misses Dodie and Frances McLeod, pledged A. D. Pi, Miss Mary Ruth
Mr. and Mrs. E. L. McClung, Mr | apesilian, Kappa Delta and Miss
and Mrs, Paul Grubb, and Mr. and | Rosalyn Applegate Tri Delta, Miss
Mry. Burchel Smith and Pobbic | posemary Harrison is o transfor to
Smith !I’M My {rom Brenmu

]

| The Rev. Barney Nunez of Little
Mrs Edsel Dawkins spent Thurs- | Rock, Arkansas wnd Mr. M. Hol-
day in Atlanta as delegate fram |land of Lyons were (he guests of
the Emanuel County Chapter of | Me. and Mrs Edsel Dawkins on
the Ameriean Cancer Society in | Wednesday. This was the first vigit
the mooting at the Atlanta Bilt-| ol the Rev. Mr. Nunez o Emanuel
more Hotel | County since 1012

ARMOUR'S STAR GRADE “A“

Turkey Hens Lb.39c
JITNEY JUNGLE

Nancy Auditorium

st W. E, Vann and M '
George Minton were the guests on
Thursday and Friday lnst week of '
| thelr daoghters Mrs. Howard Bis-
sell and Miss Jean Minton In Sa-
ivam\nh

|
\

- -

Attemting the Georgla-Vander-
bilt football game in Athens on
Saturday were Mr. and Mrs. E. H
Younghlood, Mr. and Mrs, Howard
Henson and Dr. and Mra Frank
Davis

Friends of Mr. and Mrs J. L
Dekle sympathize with them upon
the death of Mr. Dekle's sister
Mry lvy Fordham of Macon who
| died In 3 Metter hospital last week
whilo on a visit to her son. Also

SWAINSBORO

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3 - 8:00
THE

- Grand Ole Opry

PRESENTS

IN PERSON

‘ THE
JIMMY

DICKENS
SHOW

| attending the funeral from Swains-
ihorv were Mr. and Mrs. J, B De-!
Kle. Mrs. Barnie Price and Cztlum‘
| Dekle.
-
Mre. Henry L. Bridges of Chan
lotte, N. C. wiis the guest last week
of her sistor, Mrs. Gena Lewis.
. .

Mrs. E B. Mison was ealled to
Wrightsville last week on sccount

STARS OF
Radio — Television — Recordings
One Performance Only 8:00P. M.

ADMISSION

Adults 93¢  Children .49

of the desth of her brother Mr.

v Haweinnn  Mr  Harricon




PTA. MEETS

The Adrian P.T.A. met for their
October meeting Tuesdav night in
the Adrian school library Mrs
Alvin Lee, president, presided over
the business. The suggestion was
brought before the group to have
an cvemny of enteriainment, pre-
senting o “Womanless Wedding

and childrett talent froom each
grade. After discussion, the mem-
| bers voted to have this affair on

Thursday night, Octoher 31st, be-
ginning at 8 o'clock. Doors will be
open at 7:30 and a snock bar will
be available Principal Clyde
Poole announced that the Adrian
school booth, entered in the 1857
Emanuel County Fair won first
| place. Ho also exprossed sincere
| appreciation to all concerned help-
ing with the preparation toward |
| this honor

Mrs, Harvey Smith, F.HA, .‘\d-‘
vizor, told the members that the |
F.HA. girls were in charge of a
playroom open for children during
the P.T.A. meeting hour ecach
month. Mrs. Smith welcomed the
parents to bring thelr children
The 5th grade was winner of grade
counting ,

Rev. Tasker Johnson gave an In-
| teresting talk on the October pro- |
| gram subject, “Together We Build |
| Through Education”. Refreshments |
were served by the hospitality
committee in the home economics
[ room, Approximately 50 attended. |

GARDEN CLUB LUNCHEON
|  The Associated Garden Clubs of |
| Southeast Georgia held its annual |
fall meeting at Soperton October |
| 16 with the attention focused on
!hlrs. Hornce Tompkins, of Pensa-
| calp, Fla., who presented a “Study
in Flower Arranging”. It was held
| &t (he Soperton Methodist Church.
The devotional was given by the
| Rev. John Quillian, The Adnan
members atlending Were Mrs. M
T. Braswell, Mrs. O. L. Hayden,
(Mrs. J. M. Wammock, Mrs. C, P.
| Tompking, Mrs. Dudley Hughes,
| Mrs. Ruth Bailey, Mrs, Alvin Lee,
and Mrs, Tasker Johnson,

|

: Principal Clyde Poole attended
(o school meeting in  Ludowici
| Thursday night and Mre. Clyde |
Poole, Suzanne, Mr. and Mrs. Har-
ville Harrison rode on over fto

SWAINSBORO FOREST-BLADE — Thursday, October 24, 1957

A

¥ IN PERSON |
THE

JOHNNY

. CASH

© SHOW

from the

“"GRAND OL" OPRY"
Johnny Sings Hits/

| WALK THE LiINE

Harrison and Mrs
E. Harrison were shoppers In |
Macon Saturday

Marie

Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Avery wenl

to Atlanta Thursday. Their son, THERE YOU 0O
Wayne, who underwent surgery, s ath

returned home with them and is | TE/V/VESSEf 7‘W0
canvaleseing nicely, [riends will | Sy

be interested to learn, |
|

Mrs. J. R. Rogers and son, David ,l
Hogers, are on a sightseeing trip |
up in the mountains this weck |

There will be a “Womanless
Wedding"” and children talent from
each grade, at the Adrian school
on Thursday night, Oct. 31, ail 8/
o'clock. Everyone ls urged to be
present.

Week end guests of Mr. and Mrs,
E. W. Avery were Mr, and Mrs,
W. J. Wiison, Sherry and Pam of
Dublin; Mrs. Lafon Avery and son
of McRae

i
ADVERTISE IN THE FOREST. |
BLADE — IT PAYS!

GEORGE

BUY YOUR OFFICE SUPPLIES
AT THE FOREST-BLADE |

JONES

MERCURY
STAR-DAY
THE GUARA RECORDING ARTIST
- . and
Ifﬂ“ﬂls Chlnﬂ OTHERS

One year replacement of

_ el NANCY
any piece broken or chip-
AUDITORIUM

ped.
BAKE and SERVE IN Swainsboro
| THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24th

IROQUOIS
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But I had esught | | #reat deal more potent. That is
on the \';'YnSc and | | Why results are now so much

school il August better,

I got into my old Be cautious about using med-
¢ that I ean reach | | {cines that have been prescrib- E )
the class till Bas-| | ed  for someone  else. Well
le a lime kccplng‘ meaning friends may even sug-
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Boautifol, graceful, borizontal pattened aluminum
pwunmplawﬂladdmﬁﬂmmmmum
whihhlndin;buudhnlly-i&tbndmmd
your horoe. Made of Tong lasting — heat reflectior —
Mismisue with 4 baked on ensmel finish, these patio
sanopies are built to last besutifully, {ndefinitely.

Enjoy extra cool comfort in your outdoor living
this summer. Give your children an outdoor play
unonhotornhyd-nﬂinmh-n—wh-u-
ty and protection — all with the horizon-
tal pattern aluminum patio canopy.

(Clheck these Featunes

) Svnids the wn, keaps house much cooler
Om.wu—m Aective 4
0 Moderm hortzomtel line awning design

O Cutom beilt 10 it your home ond needs

Call ws TODAY— for ¢ froe esdimate

chrader's Heating & Air Conditioning

5. Coleman St. — Phone BE 7-2331
Swainsboro, Ga.

theough TESOPEIE WErWE et
feneting, to many suffar-
ing with allergies in Lheir varioas
forms.

Grand Ole Opry

PRESENTS

IN PERSON

“Cousin”

MINNIE PEAR

“THE GIRL FROM GRINDERS SWITCH"

Famous Grond Ole Opry and T.V.
Star

with

WARNER MACK

“DECCA RECORDS' NEW SINGING STAR”
AND

WAYNE WALKER

COLUMBIA RECORDING ARTIST

NANCY AUDITORIUM

l Swainshoro

|| Thursday, October 31

One Show Only—8:00 P.M.

ADMISSION
Adults — 93¢ Children — 4%9¢
DOORS OPEN &:30 F.M.




“| = AUGUSTA HERALD

WRITE: CIRCULATION MGR.

AUGUSTA HERALD, Augusts, Ga.
Fee

A Free Sample Copy

[tll 9:00 P. M

Go Up"” will be conducted h,‘

Wi

ameiadwe; Jydu

Wi je

431YM 10K

spaau away KRl

HEATMASTER HOT WATER HEATERS
Sold by

SWAINSBORO ICE & FUEL CO.

BUILDERS SUPPLY DEPARTMENT
Exclusive Authorized Distributors

AL, LLLLLAMULLS

Mussion Study of “The Tnh@sl
Mrs. Otis Brooks, at the First
Baptist Church, Monday, Febru
ary 27 from 10 till 2. A covernd
dish luncheon will be served

The Nancy Auditorium |
Swainsboro, Ga.

DIRECT FROM 1
Nashville, Tennessee

GRAND OLE
OPRY |
-mmn- |

Martha Carson

CAPITOL RECORDING STAR |
SINGING
“SATISFIED"

‘I'M GONNA WALK AND TAL¥
WITH MY LORD™

"I WANTA REST™
and
OTHERS

The Nancy Auditorium
March 8th—8:00 P. M.

with

Mac Wiseman, George

1 T

s ¥
ana LAri

......

& o - K~
Gentlemen, George Mc-

Admission: $1.00
Swainsbore, Ga.
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. Essler to service
6. Uvely, economical

Concteurtion Company

Keene - Irvin Implement Co.

N. Coleman 5t. Swainshoro, Ga.

L
Fi INTERMATIONAL TRUCKS
B T T s S o

You wouldn’t believe

you could build

so well for so little

... but we can prove it

Now you can get a distinctive modern building for less
than a good truditional building of aqual quality be-
cause we use the Butler Bullding System — the lowest
cost way to build well.

We will engineer and style your supermarket, show-
room, factory, auditorium, church or office building
around Butler's vigid frame and lifetime metal roof
system. This basic Butler structure is so perfectly en.
gineered and manufactured that it can be erected In
days, You save time and maney on preliminary engl-
neering, custom fabrication and construction.

This basic structure carries the building Joad—per-
mits broad, exciting architectural treatment . . , and
at important savings. SHm, easy-to-erect curtain walls
replace bulky, costly, load-bearing walls, Interfors are
post-free, easy to partition with low-cost curtain walls.
Ask to see our sound-slide films, when you call us
for facts and figures,

LSUTLERS

AUGUSTA, GA.

e ——— e 8
CONSTRUCTION CO.|

SAVANNAH, GA,
A% it v+ Street

chone 2 . 1828 Phone ELgin 5. 3006

-]

73rd and White Blaff Road

/- 5 7/

LIQUID OR TABLETS " OWN
roont L Mo veeenes | |
OF ‘MARDTO-STOP" COLDS \\
[BI1G, BIG+ |

| COUNTRY MUSIC SHOW
 with GRAND OLE OPRY STARS!

ot F
v You can
|
look s,
11 Fresi
Voted Netion's Top Coumtry Movic Dot ] -
& e T s DRY-CL
TENNESSEE MT. BOYS (
MY (R'SP; YOu can £
“““! YOuIr Sour
[ HAROLD MORRISONJ v
Arsrly lu ol guler! all their
| m nml“ clothes N
country music’s fumnlest comedion! Back i 3
| store-fres
bought th
2 2 feel of o
Nancy Auditorium /..
Swainsboro, Georgio it now!
Sunday Sept. 2Ist .,
 TWO PERFORMANCES ¢
3:00 AND 9:00 P, M.
ADMISSION LAUNDRY
Adults 93¢ — Children .49¢ Dial Be
TICKETS ON SALE AT For Picl

1:30 AND 7:30 P, M,




Masa. WMLty s age, fepolter

VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE

There will be a volleyball league
for adult women, which play in the
high school gym on Monday
nights. The number of women par-
ticipating will detremine the num.
ber of teams but there should be
al least 4 or § teams,

GEORGIA, EMANUEL COUNTY.

To the Superior Court of Emanuel
Countly:

The potition of Georgia Mutual
Hospitalization Service, Inc. of
Stateboro, Georgia, a corporation
of said State and County, respect
fully shows:

1. Petitioner's charter was grant-
ed by Bulloch Superior Court on
the 27th day of April, 1858, and
said charter was accepted by the
organizers of sald corporation and
;since that time petitioner has
| functioned as a corporation,

' 2. That onthe 20th day of march,
| 1842, your petitioner was granled
an amendment to its charter by

Bulloeh Superlor Court, and refer-

| ence is hereby made to said charler
record in Bulloch County for refer-
ence of incorporation snd chorfer

- amendment,

l 3. That on the 8th day of April,
1043. petitioner was gronted an

 order amending its charter by this

! court and reference is hereby made '

| to snid charter record in Emanucl
[ County for any and all purposes.

4. Petitioner further shows thal:
ot its annual meeting of its mem- |

bers on February 9, 1854, a resolu-
tion was unanimously

| Mutual l[osvllnlim(ion Service.

SINESS HEALTHY

H4r1 - 5%

ndopted '
authorizing disposition of its as- |
sets and llabilities to the Georgia |

monar Ortet ana that said petition
be ordered filed in the office of
the Clerk of said court and a copy
of the petition and order published
once a week for four weeks in the
official organ of said county and
that petitioner be dissolved as a
corporation.

Memory, Barnes & Memory

Attorneys for Petitioner
P. 0. Address:
First Federal Building
Waycross, Georgin
GEORGIA. WARE COUNTY.

Personally appeared before the

undersigned officer C. H, Andrews
who says under oath that he is As
sistant Secretary and Treasurer of
said corporation and that the facts
stated In the within and foregoing
petition are true.

. H. Andrews
Sworn to and subscribed before
me, this 8th day of April. 1958,
Beulah W. Bryan

Notary Public Ware County, Ga.
The within and foregoing peti-

tion read and considered. et the |
same be filed in the office of the |
Clerk of Superior Court of Eman- |

uel County. Lel a copy thereof to-
gether with a copy of this order be
published once a week for four
weeks in the official organ of said
county, and let all interested per.
sons show caouse before me at 10
o'clock A. M. on the 10th day of
May, 1958, at my office in the
court house ot Swalnshoro, Geor:
gin, why the prayers of the fore

[ going petition should not he grant

ed and sajd corporation dissolved.
Granted at Swainsboro, this th
day of April, 1858,
(#.) R. H. Humphrey
Judge, Superior Court
Emanuel County, Geaorgia,
(Apr. 17-24 May 1.8)

In Person
At The

Peach State

Jamboree
" Sat. April 19th

! ,
8:00Til12:00 P. M.

FARON YOUNG
Star Of

Grand Ole Opry

Radio, T.V. Movies
And
Capitol Records
Decors Open 7:00 P. M.

Admission J5¢

| 1 Excellent Rack Of |

1 Group Of Ladies’
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BAMERIGA'S sio.§ FOLK SINGER
FAADIO ARD MOVIE STAR

FEBRUARY IS NATIONAL TIE CLEANING TIME

UREST FROM WEM WASKeRIE r. ] 1 1 °
Sy e Spring Cleaning Time for Ties...

SSMOKY MOURTAIN BOYS THEY’LL LOOK LIKE NEW!

“BASHFUL BRO.OSWALD

i';‘l:‘cv.j ‘g: JOE 21NmAN All through February, neckrie cleaning will
GODON TERRY ond FEBRUARY SPECIAL be our very special specialty, We wint to
MISS JERRY JOHNSON 3 TIES CLEANED show you how clean your tie really can be. ..
dirt and spots all gone . . . colors sparkling

‘ 0 l 45 + 1« patterns and textures fresh as new. Then

n Y c you can judge how good our Sanitone Dry

_ Cleaning is for all your other clothes, too.
RADIO RECQRD £ MOVIE S So round up all your soiled neckties and

!i:}&:.'e' ":N_Cu‘# OF THE YCAR give us & l’lﬂg TODAY.
4t AW AT '

Nd;lcy Auditorium S 0 UTH E RN

THURSDAY, JANUARY 31 lAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANERS

2:30 P.M. “It cosis so little to look your best,”
PHONE 3451
Admission 93¢
YRR R R R R B B B B B 2 B B B B J

[-3 = 1757



SOFTBALL

b-24 -5¢

There will be a softball leag
for the girls which will probably
play in the afternoons after school.
Again the number of girls partici- |
pating will determine the number |
of teams but there will be at!
least 4 or 5 teams,

The
Peach State
Jamboree

Nancy Awuditorivm
Presents
In Person
A Guest Star

FERLIN HUSKY

| Star Of |
Grand Ole Opry

Recording - TV - Movies
Also

-
Simon Crum
And "
| All Your Favorite «
Peach State
Jamboree Stors

Sat. April, 26th
8 p. m. til Midnight

Admission---75¢

Swainshoro, Go.

Telephone
Talk

by

J. M. WILLIAMS
Your Telephone Mamager

100 HOUR WORK WEEK: One of those efficioncy ex-
pert-type fellows hos estimated recently that, even with o
house full of modern appliances, the average mother works
nearly 100 hours weekly. That's a mighty long week, but
think whut it would be without today’s conveniences! The
telephone alone saves countless hours and steps. House-
wives shop by phone, visit, enll plumbers and other service
folks—attend to all sorts of errands they'd have to run
il they didn't huve a phone. And no matter when it's
needed, your telephone is slways there, 24 hours a day.
Best of all, in these days of high costs it's still one of the
biggest bargains in the family budget

. » -

PAMPER MOM! Mother’s Day is May 12, Now that
we've added up Mom's weekly work hours, the least we
can do is give her a hand. What could be n better Mother's
Day gift than an extension phone? Maybe even more
thun one, so she'll have them near her most talked-from
spots. You can get them in spring-pastel shades. So lovely
with Mother's room colors! For instance, perfoct for the
feminine touch dre aqua, rose pink, light beige, light gray,
ivory or white, Or, to add n vivid dash of color choose
cherry red, bright yellow, or green. They cost less than
you think, 100, so just call us and we'll do the rest,

P. S. Extension phones make ideal gifts the year ‘round,

toa!
. . .

TROUBLED LADY ... There's a tear on her pretty
cheek but it will soen be gone, For troubles are forgotten
. Many a grown-up

quickly when one is very young ..,
trouble also has u way of
disappcuring when there
are friendly voices 1o help
and reassure ., . Just resch-
Ing for the elephone und
talking 1o someone cin
bring sunshine into a dark
or warried day . For
whutever the need or the
hour, you are never alone
wills a iephone,




Cool, Crisp, Cotton

IVY MATES

The §ov spinit of nentness i the sous
soy's bt by, andd Puritan
dirpees vt W peefection in the but.

004w (\ ush and Wear
madess rvpw cotton shirt with ceney
bach pleut.  The cotton pegilin shoets
v alwe Wady and Wear conpin with
adietuble back swnp

saint Y400 s~orts 35,90

WIN! ENTER PURITAN'S

*75,000 FATHER'S DAY FESTIVAL
//bm/ /@( is [3 prizes x one

.‘K-hr vacation trip for two via Se-
brou vlgian Woekd Airdines 1 ciry of
your chaier in B Piue 2 Yates Plalay waoatom fur 1wn
Arwrican Mobile Workdhng Plur an ein Sabese Alriines ™
Atlmtaral Portable TV Mus & LAY ity of ypowr chesce in
Ul Twenty Fane Plas o ser of Wal Furepe.
o Fahise Rode Plus & Paritan Cash-

werr Swrates |

2nd and 3rd Prize

Plus 80 Haandsome Puritan Cashmere Sweaters

COME IN TODAY! GET YOUR ENTRY BLANK |
ONE OF OUR CUSTOMERS

WiLL WIN THIS

STEELMAN HI-FI PORTABLE SET

Sodd nationalle a1 $7993% it has 4
speed aptomatie changer. Two
matched  rwel necdles!  Twin-
speabens for ghorous wne!

ENTER TODAY! NOTHING TO DO! NOTHING TO IUY!J

ELLIOTT'S DEPT. STORE

| FOLK SINGER

Willinms & Smith, Altya
(o 13 20 N

In Person
. AMERICA'S
| No. 1

[ s

.

14N

- WEBB PIERCE

WITH M3
Wondering Boys
INTRODUCING

America’s Now Singing Semsation

WAYNE WALKER
ALSD
Calimbla’s Kecording Ariist

GEORGE MORGAN
With Luwely

ANITA CARTER
AND

DON DAVIS

Sensatianal Steel Guitarist

ETARS OF
Radie « Recoodings - TV & WMovie

Nancy Auditorium

Swainsboro, Ga.

Thursday, June 13

One Show Only 8:30 p.m

ADMISSION

Adults M Clilldren AN

DON'T MISS IT

b-6-1
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Camp Seholnrship

Provtur, yon of Mr and M J
Cariyle  Jones, hedds  the e

honar aof heing state winner in two
projecis. One b in poblic speaking
sl the other in safoty Ho s »
Master 411 Member and attended
the National 4 H Congress in Chi
1057, Othor clul hunora
presitlent of the Seuth
el Georgia 41 Cluby, peesident
of the 410 Champion Club, winner
of the SH000 James 1. Drow
schiolarship and the bolder of sy
wral offcinl  places local
club ot KOO

One Jocky bevak cume to him
whent hie presided o ihe 4H
Chamspion Banguet taxl December
Webh  Merce and Jun  Dimny
ownert of rad station WJ AT
were guests und they were so I
pressed with hin spoech and the
manner in which bo presided (hit
they bmmediidy tugzed him for
b odae Jockey. He has been 4 greal
eewss on (he radio

Proctor said that
hat elghty elubstors from  this
oty owill attend Hock  Bugle
July 2024 and that he will be an
band 1o welcome (hem and st
wach In huving some nice
ramping experiences

His outstanding 4 H Club work
e leadership boosted him (o
flock Eagle.

e in
melode

th his

be s Bappy

NS

Counly Agent. J. T. Balley. Amt

County Agent, and 16 bays in the
lanel Judging projoct. On this trip,
1 judged 4 boles mnd 1 moade »|
gooxd score an all of (hem

Mr. Buoyd explained to us the
diffesent pomnts (o Jook for in
fand jodging. In judging laod, it

s necesanty 1o dig & hole from 3

| to 4 foel deep, and by deing this,

you ean meel a good cross section ]
ol twe

1 mahe Uhe Land Judging tons,
Ewill enmpete at Rock Eagle in
August

winl

HIGHWAY SAFETY
PROGRAM GIVEN AT
LOCAL 4-H MEETING

Ny June Peehlos

Segaie wlong  the highway ure
traly “Signs of Life | geve a
dmnonstration on highway safety

HHMEH Club
May In this demon
stration | eosphasised (he impor
tancw of rosdd shgne. T used minia
copies of sigas we soe along

ot the Swalmaboro Jr

meoting in

n
the highwaey

Slgmn sueh ae guiet, Hospital aml
Church wo soe and heod them im |
medintely for they are signe to
romind s of oor manners. With i
aal signs sueh @ curve, radlroad, |
marrow  hridge, detour, intersec
tion, we would not know whal 1o
expect on the road ahead

‘ =

Quality Memorials - - -

- - - Beautifully Designed

You will appreciate our outstanding seloc-

tion of fine memorials and our prompt, l
personal ottention to your needs. No job
Is too large, none too small, We will be |
glod to call ot your home without obli- |

qgation

Contact J. D. Boatright J

Local Representative For

Dublin Monument Co.

Phone: Swalnshere — BE 7 - 8441

In Person

AN ‘
WEBB PIERCE

Amaerica’s Favorite Singing Star
With

Stonewall Jackson
Columbio Records — Grand Ole Oupry

Red Sovine

Decca Record Artist

Bun Wilson
Famous Grnd Ole Opry Comedian

And the

Gad Abouts

Populor Recording Band

Wednesday June 24th

One Show Only 8:30P.M

Admission

At Doar — Adulis §1.25, Children 05¢
Advance — Adolin §LO0, Children S8y

Advasee tekots en sale at Swalesbore Drag Company,
Rlacks Pharmacy, amd WIAT (s Swulnsbors.

Nancy Auditorium
le=tt =39



Ahntvta's mins Sanutiful seenery. |
While n fhis tour we vigited &

fich hatehory snd Tumor's Deer edocation, is
=2 i (Arsz, adding = no

Director of TInstruction was ¢ *% follows

Ooe humitvell Svast: Jeoey ﬁ:"‘:,::,mc‘ o Dorsey Dyer, Extension Forester. “The fifte
mm&twwm ;l.mb- foroms captured other Forestry Speclalist helped provided in
Atlunts and the railrosd in 1564 and borsed the city, but jconduct the classes, be Temoved
uvmm.a-h--'--—uw-i-dnmdm,wm After we had finished our county under
mmmm-mmw‘h woeks study we were given an out hereins
Hambling wmo—w-’fuﬁmmw examination snd prizes awarded Board of Ed

the ones with the highest scorer. instigate the
mhwwmmmmmu
'ﬂm%my'llmuv—yyn‘odwm

e thsscuteres Ovongia, o 18, 5 Dublin District o« o =
‘ and

Seminars reioion o

shall be his d

of
Kite Church. Tuesday, Sept to Issue the
14 10:00 A M. to

L]

| Warthen  Church. Tuesday, tation shall b
Ge ia's (Sent, 21, 10:00 A. M net
Be::rraqqe of - Lwoes Chureh, Tuesday, Sopt date

ot

o 208 o0 A M more than ¢

Moderation Gothsamane  (East  Dublin), date of the
i g ——cer———— Ociober 12, 10:00 A M. snd

Members are urged to asttend pose of the of

‘one nearest them. the officlal or
WRES I Mrs J W Vann, Publicity once a week |
Secretary for Dublin Dist.

eoding the dml

— If a majority

_Atm_ House Resolution No, 229 qua)ified to vo
Resclation Act. No, 183 the General A

A RESOLUTION Tection
NANCY AUDITORIUM B & eamiii wi ?"Ti’.. u -
amepdment to  Article an
T“URSDAY NlG“T :T'n.m&t'ﬂon XII, Paragraph 1, County anln

of the Comstitution, relating to recommend amy

THREE BIG BOUTS ’ T taxation by counties for edues- not Tess than

| tion, to for set out

With the Feature Even! an Australion Tag -o: m. .::m 3
FEATURING: remove or increase the limitation M= removed on

B Alexander, 208 Pounds from Howson. % % % 17 1= i & 7o e
Texas and Chuck Music, 238 Pounds from s smendment to the votars for amount In the

Macon, Georgia ratification or rejection; ond for election provish

Vs. 'otber purposes. shall ':emm ran
Choo Choo Lynn, 265 Pounds from Aflemta BE 1T HESOLVED BY THE nd o pror
and Een Frier, 180 Pounds from Miami, Fla. OENERAL ~ASSEMBLY  OF voted unon the

GEORGIA AS FOLLOWS: commend u

FIRST BOUT BEGINS AT 8:30 ] SECTION 1. — ""fw

And the low Admission Price is only $1.00 | Article VIIL Section XIV. Pars o o0
for Adulis and 49¢ for children. graph 1. of the Constitotion, re- o

- lating to taxation by counties for to canvase the



these states i5 in forests: vel. ft  FIeumcs L L T

has been estimated that the aver- ] 'E DR. C. C

age annual growth of wood per 'gaoprgia. Emanuel County: | a

acre on this sren Is Tess than one- ‘g, Whom It May Concern: Ii SLANKENSHIP s

third of the potentinl Fronnje Chandler having ap- | OETUREVNISY -
More than $1,175000000 Is plled for Guardianship of the |H Phone 6321 =

(turned over annually in Alabama 'nureons and Property of Eloise = Swalnsbore, Ga ~

\and Georgia from the growing, |k Davis Incompentent and her | »

|han-esﬂm.'. sale, manufacture, u“." minor children Lontle Da- ISEREENNENE IR

\and remanufacture of forest pro- e e e ——————

duct= [

In view of present and fulure | = .
demands for forest products, it is | 0 | DOUBLE EDGE
imperative that efficiency in pro- (IRt | 12 for 25¢
duetion be increased substantial- : =

‘ly, not only from the standpoint | 27 for 50¢

'of immediate economic returns :

but from the viewpoint of future | L / = &0 tor .S] .00
needs. The proper treatment and | ; A Pric
management of these forest Innds
by the application of methods
doveloped through research will

increase production efficlency. ef ed
| Forest fire contral in basic to 1L1 h lz
all forestry, and providing ade- | FOR SUPER SHAVES!

|quate control through preventiom,
|suppression and law enforcement

s s prime factr. | wew AMarlin RAZOR BLADES

Clearing of underbrush, thin- |
ning where necessary, selective |
cutting, and planting of seedlings

where this ftreatment Is called BLACK’S P“AR“ACY

for, are all parl of good manage |

|ment and promote maximum tim- Swainsboro, Georgia

(ber growth by improvement of’ —e o e
stands. e S

The state forestry depsrtments,
stand ready to assist timberland

'owners in thelr management and ‘ WJAT SQUARE DANCE

| production problems.

;Scholarslllps 15 EACH FRIDAY NIGHT
‘To Piedmont NANCY AUDITORIUM

'Hospital N
= £ Only 49¢c

Nife scholarships will be | |
awarded within the next month WELCOME — TEEN-AGERS!!
by Atlanta’s Piedmont Hospital
School of Nursing for its fall
term beginning in September

Miss Genevieve Garren, school
dtroctar. today asked that appll-
'estions be sent in without delsy
by interested high school  grad-
uates hetween 17 and 30 years of
age. The scholarships will be
awarded on & basis of the gradu-
| stes’ high echoo! records and in |
fhe order reoccived. More than
one girl in one community is ell-

Music by Two-Toned Johnny Davis and

*m:‘-.h‘ R

“The Lonesome Pine Boys"”
DANCING BEGINS AT 9:00

ADMISSION

. Only 45¢
gible Q;&ij = __ — e




IWAINSBORO FOREST - BLADE *® Thursday November 6, 1058

Nancy Auditorium

SWAINSBORO

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 9TH

Two Shows
2:30 And 8:30 P. M.

In Person

The Big Bopper

“Chantilly Loce”

T-V Star

Martha Carson

Cadence Records

Decca's Hit Maker

Bobby Helms

“fraulein” & “My Special Angel”

The Sensational

Casval - Teens
Felsted Records

—Gur_y_ Warren
Nasco Records

5 — Great Singing Stars — 5
ADMISSION
Advance 90¢ — At Door $1.25
Advance Tickets On Sale At
Swainsboro Drug Co.
Fowler Furniture Co.
AND
Levin‘s Department Store

—_——




By the mid 60s, the country music business had mushroomed into a massive, money-
making monster. Smaller venues, like Swainsboro, could hardly keep pace, and so our “Peach
State entertainment era” slowly faded into history.

After the end of the Peach State Jamboree’s heyday, at the Nancy Auditorium, local
bands, and others, some famous, continued to grace the stage at the Nancy. When live
entertainment was not scheduled, the Record Hop would be held on both Friday and Saturday
nights. Rock and Roll bands became the main feature by the early 70s, and several relatively big
names appeared.

(See the List of Artists who appeared at the Nancy Auditorium.)

The Record Hop didn’t draw crowds from as far away as the Peach State concerts, but for
Emanuel and surrounding counties, the Nancy in Swainsboro was still the place to gather for
weekend fun. Whether the music was recorded or live, by local bands or big-star acts, the Nancy
was always a packed house! The Record Hop attracted not only local folks but those from
surrounding counties as well. Unfortunately, from time there were disagreements between
members of the crowd. Subsequently, bouncers were hired to help keep the peace. These
disagreements, regardless of cause, were unfortunate but became almost expected. Perhaps
caused by crowded conditions, the heat, the combination of the two, arguments over whose car
was the fastest or prettiest, too much alcohol, or just good ole boys plain out having too much
fun.....I don’t know! In any event, many a skirmish was started at the Record Hop before being
moved elsewhere, like maybe to Sam’s Drive-In, where emotions would get kicked up another
notch or two and then maybe taken to someplace like the Little Red Church or some more
isolated spot out of town for final settlement. Apparently, there were knives and/or guns involved
a time or two, which is why there were always police personnel on duty at Sam’s Drive-In and
the Nancy Auditorium.

Sadly, one fatality resulted from a knifing incident, which happened outside the city
limits, after being initiated at the Record Hop. As you can well imagine, these knife/gun
incidents didn’t have to occur but once for many parents to stop their kids from going to the
Record Hop altogether. Not to say that you wouldn’t still see some of these kids in attendance,
but in retrospect, the potential for trouble, kids that were not supposed to be there, lots of noisy
excitement, I think it simply added to the allure of it all and, in essence, created a very exciting
teenage hang out!

By the mid 70s, however, the Record Hop and live concerts fell out of favor and faded
into memory, giving way to a skating rink which was completed inside the Nancy in 1975. This,
in effect, ended one of the most exciting chapters in Swainsboro’s history—the “era of live
entertainment” at the Nancy Auditorium.



WJAT Radio always created an aura of excitement in the local community! Whether you
were an employee, a listener, concert goer, or Record Hop attendee, WJAT and the Nancy
Auditorium were exciting places. Listeners could count on things as basic as hearing the latest
news, weather, or sports, or enjoying some new contest or entertainment happening at the Nancy
Auditorium. Employees never knew who was going to walk in the door. Webb Pierce was well
known to barge in at any time, in any condition of drunkenness, and demand full use of the
facilities! Even though Johnnie Bailes, as manager, ran a pretty tight ship, news that “Webb” was
in town put everyone’s nerves on edge. Mr. Bailes’s second in command, Doris Lewis was a
perfect counterpart for his management style. She, as business manager, was the power behind
the throne. While they both employed very strict business styles, both were really softies inside.
For young employees, it was like having bosses and an extra set of parents, as well.

The air staff at WJAT was always an interesting mix of personalities, usually comprised
of an older, more established personality for the morning show like, Raymond “Uncle Naz”
Nasworthy and “Country Jim” Slawson! Buddy Horne was a homegrown guy and did the
afternoon show for many years during the sixties and seventies. There were always local young
people on the staff, many of whom became fine announcers who moved on to greater fame
elsewhere. When speaking of young local announcers with talent, Jimmy Page immediately
sticks out in my memory. During the early sixties, he became a very good announcer and a local
star hosting the “Twin Twenty Show” every afternoon on WJAT. He was very charismatic and
excelled at live events, such as Sunday afternoons at Sam’s Drive-In! There were usually a
couple of “ringers” on staff—announcers who had worked at bigger stations around the country
and, for whatever reason, were now working at WJAT—and they were usually very good! The
best of these that | remember from back in the late 1960s was—Bill Murvin, who had worked in
New Orleans and Jacksonville, among other places, and was a great radio announcer! Some of
the more long-tenured announcers, like Buddy Horne and “Uncle Naz,” worked at WJAT for
very long periods, and their voices became household fixtures in Swainsboro.

Not only did we have the events of the Nancy as a backdrop to our work environment,
but there were always lots of remote broadcasts going on and, of course, the standard remote at
Sam’s Drive-In, every Sunday afternoon! | was told some announcers would actually draw
straws or flip coins to see who got to do that one. It was a great gig if you were single, dangerous
if not!

One of the more creative announcers ever to get a start at WJAT Radio was Johnny
Odum from the Coleman Lake/Midville area, who went on to star for many years at WBBQ, in
Augusta, as “Buddy Carr.” He could always be counted on to get more rubber laid around the
island at Sam’s Drive-In, during one of his Sunday remotes, than any other announcer—probably
due to that inherent red-neck quality he possessed and kept hewn to a razors edge!

Following is a partial list of the entertainers who appeared at the Nancy Auditorium in
Swainsboro from 1954 until the early 1970s. The list is incomplete, as it was compiled over
several years from the collective memories of local folk. Unfortunately, no concise paper record
exists. Special thanks to all who helped with its compilation, especially Mrs. Nita Bailes, John
David Bailes, Rickey Bailes, Eddie Lewis, Doris (Lewis) Small, Phil Wilson, Arlene Carr, Patsy
Short, Bobby Short, Gloria Mason, Bonnie Ogburn, Herman Short and most especially Mary
Ann Smith, whose talent at digging through old newspaper records is unsurpassed!



Artists who appeared at the Nancy Auditorium in the
1950s, 60s, and 70s.

(compiled from the archives of the Swainsboro Forest-Blade and local memory)
COUNTRY

ROY ACUFF

BILL ANDERSON

CHET ATKINS

JIMMY BOWEN & THE RHYTHM ORCHIDS
JIM ED BROWN

ANITA CARTER
JOHNNY CASH

PATSY CLINE

JERRY CLOWER

SIMON CRUM

JIMMY DEAN

LITTLE JIMMY DICKENS
DUKE OF PADUKA
NARVEL FELTS
LESTER FLATT & EARL SCRUGGS
TILLMAN FRANKS
LEFTY FRIZZELL
HAWKSHAW HAWKINS
DALE HECK

JOHNNY HORTON
FERLIN HUSKY
STONEWALL JACKSON
JOHNNY & JACK
GEORGE JONES
GRANDPA JONES
MERLE KILGORE
BUDDY KNOX
BRENDA LEE

JERRY LEE LEWIS
LONZO AND OSCAR
CHARLIE AND IRA LOUVIN
WARNER MACK

BILL MONROE

PATSY MONTANA
GEORGE MORGAN
MINNIE PEARL

CARL PERKINS

WEBB PIERCE

RAY PRICE

JIM REEVES

JEAN SHEPPARD

CARL SMITH

CONNIE SMITH

RED SOVINE



HANK SNOW with his RAINBOW RANCH BOYS
SMOKY MOUNTAIN BOYS

STATLER BROS

STRINGBEAN

TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN BOYS

HANK THOMSON

MEL TILLIS

ERNEST TUBB

GENE VINCENT

PORTER WAGONER

WAYNE WALKER

KITTY WELLS

WILBURN BROTHERS

AUBREY WILLIAMS and daughter LUCRECIA
HANK WILLIAMS JR

WILMA LEE & STONEY COOPER

MAC WISEMAN

FARON YOUNG

GOSPEL

BAILES BROTHERS

BILLY FORTUNE
BLACKWOOD BROTHERS
BYRD FAMILY

ROY CARTER & THE CHUCKS
CAVALIERS QUARTET
CHUCK WAGON GANG
STONEY COOPER

JIMMIE DAVIS

DIXIE RAMBLERS

EDWARD & THE HAPPY FOUR QUARTET
FLORIDA BOYS

WALLY FOWLER

GOSPEL HARMONY QUARTET
GOSPELAIRE QUARTET
HAPPY GOODMAN FAMILY
HAPPY RHYTHM BOYS
HARVESTERS QUARTET
HOMELAND HARMONY

JD SUMNER & THE STAMPS
JIMMY MARTIN AND THE SUNNY MOUNTAIN BOYS
JIM AND JESSE

THE JOHNSON SISTERS
JOURNEYMEN QUARTET
LAFEVRES

WILMA LEE & THE CLINCH MOUNTAIN CLAN
LEWIS FAMILY

MASTER WORKERS QUARTET
THE MELODAIRES QUARTET
MESSENGERS QUARTET

OAK RIDGE QUARTET



PALMETTO STATE QUARTET

RENO AND SMILEY

STATESMEN QUARTET

SUNSHINE BOYS

WENDY BAGWELL AND THE SUNLIGHTERS
DOYLE AND TEDDY - THE WILBURN BROTHERS

FAMOUS ROCK and ROLL GROUPS

ATLANTA RHYTHM SECTION

BIG BOPPER

BILL DEAL AND THE RHONDELS
GALLERY

BOBBY HELMS

BRYAN HYLAND

KINKS

TONY ORLANDO & DAWN

QUESTION MARK and the MYSTERIANS
RASBERRIES

SAM THE SHAM and the THE PHAROES
SWINGING MEDALLIONS

TAMS

3 DOG NITE

BOBBY VEE

GENE VINCENT & THE BLUE CAPS
WADSWORTH MANSION

ZOMBIES (actually The Phatons from Jacksonville, Fl. after the Zombies cancelled)

ROCKERS from NEAR and FAR

TEDDY BEARS — Jacksonville

BUSHMEN — South Carolina

CELESTIAL VOLUPTUOUS BANANA
CHEVELLES

ELI

ENDS OF TIME

MOUSE and THE BOYS and BRASS — Jacksonville
SOULJERS

YOUNGER BROTHERS

NORTH AUDITORIUM

OTIS REDDING

JAMES BROWN

PERCY SLEDGE

JOE TEX

LITTLE ANTHONY & THE IMPERIALS
CARLA THOMAS

CLARENCE CARTER

ARETHA FRANKLN



LOCAL BANDS

FOUR PLYS

BLUE MUNDEES
REGENTS FOUR
MIDNIGHT SUNS

SONS OF TIME

FIFTH CRUSADE
PRESSURE

AJAX BROTHERS

DUSTY ROADS BAND
PAT AND THE PLAYBOYS
VILLAGE IDIOTS

SOUL MUSIC COMPANY
LUDEN AND THE WILD CHERRIES
GOOD TIME FLAVOR
ORIENT EXPRESS

WJAT personnel from over the years:

OWNERS

Jack A. Thompson — Founder and original owner
Webb Pierce and Jim Denny — Second owners
Cleatus Odell Brazzell — Third owner

Paul Box and Family — Fourth owner

Lamar Studstill and Family — Fifth owners
Dennis F. Jones — Sixth owner

GENERAL MANAGERS

Al Evans — First Manager

Dick Roach — Second Manager

Johnny Bailes — General Manager/Morning show host
Capers Brazzell — General Manager

Paul Box — General Manager

Cole Studstill — General Manager

Dennis Jones — General Manager

OFFICE PERSONNEL

Doris Lewis — Office Manager

Doris Lewis Jr. — Clerk/typist and Record Hop Manager,
manager of WBRO in Waynesboro, GA

Peggy Patrick — Secretary/Bookkeeper

Lawana Durden - Traffic Director

Cheryl Riggs — Receptionist

Sandra Stroud - Receptionist

Sandra Bailes — Receptionist

Annie Box — Office Manager




SALES

F. M. Smith — Sales Manager

H. E. Buffington — Sales Manager
Lucille Jones — Sales Manager
Karen Blackburn — Sales Manager
Randall Johnson — Sales Manager
Linda Bishop - Sales

Jay Anderson - Sales

ENGINEERING

John H. (Jack) Wisely — Engineer/Announcer

John All — Chief Engineer/Announcer

Jim Slawson — Chief Engineer/morning show host as “Country Jim”

ANNOUNCERS

Joe Beaumont — first announcer hired at WIAT
(he played the first record on WJAT — “Delilah” — the night
before the station was scheduled to go on the air, to test the frequency.
His wife Sally Evans was the sister of first manager Al Evans; both were members of
the Stumpous Gang)

Dick Harvey — Program Director

Fred Albert — one of the first two announcers hired with Joe Beaumont

John Kellam

Clyde Beavers (during the Pine Tree Festival, rode a mule to Augusta to give
President Eisenhower a pine tree to bring awareness to Georgia Forestry and the
PineTree Festival)

George Tanner

Buck Poole

Freddy Albert

Jake McEwen

Ottis Wilkerson

John Denny

Johnny Elgin

Danny Dill (a songwriter with Cedarwood publications in Nashville, he and
wife Annie Lou were on the Peach State Jamboree)

Guy “Pop” Flanders Jr.

Hugh “Hillbilly” West (a Peach State Player)

Ed Whitehead

Pete Johnson

Chuck Goddard

Bill Polk

Raymond “ Uncle Naz” Nasworthy (co-owner/founder of WXRYS)

William “Dr. Proctor” Jones

“Jivin”Jimmy Page (now owns Radio Metter)

Sammy Page

Don Williams

Andy Taylor

Bill Murvin (ex-announcer at WWL-New Orleans and WPDQ-Jacksonville)

Johnny Odum (went on to star as “Buddy Carr” at WBBQ — Augusta)

Buddy Horne

Johnny Horne

Tony Keene




John David Bailes
Rickey Bailes

Rick Paul (retired fromWXRS Radio in 2011)
Keith McLendon

Joey Drisdom

Ken Daniels

Tim Stevens

Michael Womack
Harold (Hal) Herrington
Jeff Gray Sr.

Greg Black

Ken Daniels

Shirley Smoak

Scott Kidd

Dave Chase

Skeeter Handberry

Special Note:

My experience with WJAT covers from the late 50s until the late 60s as a listener and
then 1973-1975 and 1997-2011 as an employee. Unfortunately, | have very limited knowledge of
the events and people involved during the Brazielle years, roughly 1976 through 1997. If you
have knowledge from this time period and would care to share, please email me at
rickdpaul@yahoo.com. In fact, if you know of any people or events that should be added to this
work, please contact me and tell me your story; I’ll gladly include the information. Thank you
for your input.

WJAT OWNERSHIP CHANGES

1957, WJAT including all equipment along with the Nancy Auditorium was sold to Webb Pierce
and James Denny from Nashville, Tennessee.

1977, WJAT and its sister stations WSNT in Sandersville and WBRO in Waynesboro were sold
to Cletus O’Dell Brazielle from Easley, South Carolina.

1997, WJAT was sold to Paul Box and his father, from Beaumont, Texas. Box and his wife
Annie changed the format at WJAT to country, calling it “New Country 98.”

1999, WJAT was sold to LACOM Communications (the Studstills, owners of WXRS).
2000, the call letters were changed to WELT and the format changed to Lite Rock.

2004, WJAT AM, WELT FM, WXRS AM and FM sold to current owner Dennis Jones from
Atlanta. The last of many format and call letter changes at RadioJones include: September 24,
2009, 97.1 FM, WXRS, “The Rocket,” Swainsboro and Emanuel County’s “True Oldies
Channel” signed on the air.


mailto:rickdpaul@yahoo.com
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Special thanks to Mary Ann Smith for her tireless efforts digging through old newspaper film!
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School Teacher in the Swains
boro Methodist church, She has
heen heard with a great deal of
Interest over statlon WJIAT on
second Sunday mornings.
Linton Hutchinson of Corinth
Methodist church will be the
aneaker ut the 7:30 service, He
will be accompanied by several
‘of his brothers who will furnish
special  music. Mo Hulchinson
beéen enjoyed by the people
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Prelude to Part I1:

I remember it well, a day back in 1975, | was working at WJAT, the 6 PM to midnight shift. Our
morning man, Raymond “Uncle Naz” Nasworthy walked in to the studio and informed me that
he was leaving to work at an all new, all-country radio station, soon to be signing on in
Swainsboro. He went on to tell me that part-time announcer Johnny Horne was going with him
and asked if I would be interested? | declined, (not exactly a country fan, at that point) and the
rest, as they say, is history.

Apparently, Raymond had been given the opportunity to partner with co-investors, Grady Spires
and Charles Witt of Macon and opened WXRS AM 1590 in Swainsboro later that year. The all-
country format was a change from what radio listeners in Swainsboro were used to, since WJAT
employed a day-parted format. The schedule on WJAT was a variety of formats, presented at
different times of the day: country in the morning from 6 until 10 AM, “middle-of-the-road”
(which was a blend of both) from 10 AM until 3 PM, rock ‘n’ roll, 3 until 6 PM, more “middle-
of-the-road” from 6 until 9 PM and then edgier rock ‘n’ roll from 9 PM until sign-off at
midnight.

All country, all day, was blessed relief for the hard-core country listeners, of which there were
many in Swainsboro, and WXRS, despite early financial struggles, was well received. Things
were beginning to roll along pretty well for them too, when Charlie Witt and Raymond
Nasworthy both died, very unexpectedly, around the same time. Nasworthy’s wife Doris became
involved with the station after Raymond’s death and co-managed it with Grady Spires. In 1982,
however, they decided to sell, which introduced the Studstills to Swainsboro radio.

Rick Paul, December 2012



Part Il — The Studstills and the History of Radio Station WXRS

By Lamar Studstill

My name is Lamar Studstill. My family and I got involved in Emanuel County business and
Swainsboro radio in 1981. Swainsboro got its first radio station shortly after World War Il and it
(WJAT) became very successful. In addition to a radio station, they brought in many concerts
and other activities to their Nancy Auditorium. Since WJAT was an AM that went off the air at
sundown, they experimented with an FM station way back in the mid 50’s, as did some other
AM stations around the country. However, FM was not a success at this time, since it was not in
cars and not many people were willing to spring for an FM radio - they were busy buying TV’s.
A couple of decades later, FM made a comeback, virtually taking over all music radio formats
and WJAT got an FM which proved to be more successful the second time around.

At this time, Emanuel County had a population of about 20,000 people, with some 8,000 in
Swainsboro. Since WJAT AM and FM were entrenched, there seemed to be no reason for any
more radio, but the Federal Communications Commission, in its infinite wisdom, decided more
radio was needed. A man named Charlie Witt, manager of the powerhouse Macon country
station WDEN, found that a license was available for Swainsboro for an AM and probably an
FM as well. Witt and one of his employees, Grady Spires decided they would apply. Realizing
that they needed a local person to handle the operation (neither of them intended to live in
Swainsboro), they brought in Raymond Nasworthy who had worked for WJAT and was well
known in the Community.

Witt and Spires got the grant for an AM station at 1590 on the dial and selected WXRS as the
call letters. Since two busy national highways (US 1 and 80), intersected in the middle of the
town, they decided on WXRS to mean “crossroads of the south”. Shortly thereafter, they filed for
an FM station but then misfortune and sadness stuck. Witt, the main cog in the ownership
pattern, died suddenly. Then, just a few months later, Nasworthy, the station manager, also died
suddenly. Since Spires was the only one with radio experience and since he was not going to
move away from Macon, the families of Witt and Spires decided they had to sell.

A man I had worked for on several occasions and who owned several radio stations in Georgia
and Florida called me to see if | would be interested in purchasing the package, AM plus a soon-
to-be-granted FM. Their asking price was $220,000, of which they would be willing to finance
$180,000 of the purchase price. By putting together all the savings we had, including the piggy
bank, we came up with the $40,000 and filed the ownership transfer papers for the FCC to
approve. We might have got a better deal if we had bargained a little more but since we needed
the owner financing, we decided to go forward. In Macon, we had stumbled into a pretty good
deal in real estate with virtually no money of our own. In getting into radio, the lack of big bucks
pushed us into a deal that was not very good but we were fortunate to be able to get into radio
ownership with little capital. Since we were strapped for capital and WXRS AM was not even
generating enough revenue to meet payroll, we needed to make better decisions and work harder.
We probably were lucky in some of our decisions but we did supply the hard work. We signed
the papers to buy the station in October of 1981. By late January, the FCC had approved the sale
and since the old owners were anxious to get out, we agreed to take over February 1, 1982.

I got my first job in radio back in late 1955, working for a Macon station and for a Dublin
station. | later went to Florida where | had done everything from copywriting to station
management. After jumping around for several years with stops in Tallahassee, Jacksonville, and
Birmingham, | came back to Macon in the mid-1960’s, working part-time in radio and teaching.



One of the jobs I had during this period was broadcasting Warner Robins and North Side (WR)
football. My oldest son, Lee, worked on these games as did Cole, my youngest son, when he was
available. My wife, Doris, had worked some in radio in the office when she was between other
jobs. Incidentally you can hear Lee and | doing a Warner Robin state championship broadcast if
you go on the internet and Google Lee Studstill. | was using a different name on those
broadcasts. Anyway, when the Swainsboro sale was approved, | did not want to leave my
teaching job in the middle of the year so Lee came down to take over.

I still appreciate the job Lee did and the difficulties he faced. First of all, he had almost no
experience in radio except as a sportscaster and helping me with weekend news. The staff at
WXRS at the time consisted of Randall Johnson, sales manager and morning announcer; Pat
Strange, office manager; Jeff Wiggins, afternoon announcer and high school student, plus a
couple of part timers, one of whom was arrested shortly after we took over for stealing checks
from us. I’'m surprised that we had enough money in the bank for him to steal. Lee not only had
to take over as station manager, he also began working as morning dj and he had to get out and
meet the townspeople and advertisers. Quite a monumental task!

During the 1960’s and 70’s, radio had become largely a part-time job for me, so | really
missed out on one of the big things that happened during this time, namely the development of
FM radio. The history of FM is a funny thing. FM radio was almost as old as AM but for a
variety of reasons, it never caught on in the early days. Frustrated by his repeated failure to get
FM accepted its developer committed suicide.

In the late 60’s, I began to notice more people listening to FM but | too felt that it would never
catch on because of the past failure. The man I was working for at the time could have had one
of the prime FM channels but he passed. However, by the mid 70’s, FM was taking over music
radio. Perhaps the most important thing that happened to bring FM to the forefront was the
automobile manufacturers begin to put FM radios in cars. In those early days, FM’s were music
heavy, with very little talk and very little personality. At that time, most FM’s were playing soft
rock or easy listening but with the increasing number of FM listeners, this changed and all music
formats went to FM. By 1980, AM radio was virtually dead in small markets because the music
sounded so much better on FM and these stations simply could not afford to bring in quality talk
radio.

We get the FM and the Pine Tree saves us!

The FCC granted a license for an FM signal shortly after we took over as the owners and
while we were happy about this, we encountered a host of problems. The former owners had told
us that they had an option on land west of town to construct the FM tower. Only after we began
investigating did we discover that the previous owners had an option on an acre of land.
Unfortunately for us, an acre is not enough space to put up a 300 foot tower because the guide
wires to anchor it have to go out much further. The man who had given the option agreed to sell
us the three acres we needed but he was not willing to let us have the land adjacent to the
highway. He moved us back in the swamp and charged us quite a high price for the land. We had
no choice but to deal with him because the FCC permit specified that the tower must go there.
However, instead of being visible from a busy highway and having an easy entrance from a main
road, we were reduced to using a dirt road to reach the site which turned out to be a place where
people had dumped garbage over the years. When it rained, it was slippin’ and slidin’ to get to
the station down a red clay hill.



A second problem we faced was that we really did not have the money to buy all the
equipment and do the work necessary to get the new station on the air. We were saved by Alan
Jones at the Citizen’s Bank who agreed to loan us $60,000, although we really had no track
record and not much to offer in the way of collateral. Without this loan, we may have lost the
entire station and everything we had invested. This loan also came at a time when interest rates
had gone through the roof and we paid close to 20% interest for our loans.

Despite all these problems, we managed to get the FM on the air on August 1, 1982. We put
the FM studio in one end of a mobile home and Lee lived in the other end. By this time, Doris
and | had moved from Macon and lived in a double wide on the same lot. This is how we lived
for the first two years, using all our savings, retirement funds and scrimping greatly on our
personal finances. Through all of this, we managed to pay our bank debts and meet our payroll.
Two things you must do if you are in business.

During these early years, the AM studios and our offices were located up town, in the
courtyard mall. Some of our employees at the time were Pat Strange, who stayed on for a while
as office manager, Randall Johnson, sales manager, Jim Screws our engineer and Jeff Wiggins.
After all, we were newcomers to the area with limited resources so what could we do? Well, as
it turned out, we could do quite a bit. The other station had been playing country music for a long
time, but they had kept their country on the AM and programmed rock and roll on the FM.
Virtually all the stations in the area were doing the same thing.....programming some form of
rock on their FM, so when we came in with an FM playing all country, it shook up the market.
As | mentioned, nobody was 24 hours a day. They all signed off at midnight or earlier and came
back on at 5 or 6 the next morning. While not many people were up to listen to us after midnight,
it was still a good talking point and sooner or later, everyone is up after midnight so we there for
them. Of course, our all-night man occasionally got sleepy and the station would “develop
technical problems” which allowed Jim to get a few z’s.

During this time, we hired a lot of people, most of who did not last very long but one that did
and worked out very well was Fred Morgan. Fred was a Swainsboro native who had worked in
Savannah TV after graduating from the University of Georgia. He left TV to work in the
campaign of Bo Ginn for governor. Most people thought Ginn would win, and Fred would have
a big job in the state capital, but a not-so-funny thing happened in the run-off. Ginn was defeated
by Joe Frank Harris. Therefore, Fred was back in Swainsboro and his uncle, Harold Flanders,
suggested that he come talk to us. Since Harold was a co-owner of one of our biggest advertisers,
Custom Furniture, we agreed to talk although neither of us, nor Fred, thought anything would
come of it. However, since he had no other definite offer, Fred came to work for us on a part-
time basis. He started as a part-time announcer and production man, but soon discovered that he
excelled in sales, which paid a lot more. During that time, we had Randy Johnson, Fred, and
Marsha Swofford in sales, but we were struggling to make ends meet. And then we met a PINE
TREE!

Swainsboro had been holding the Pine Tree Festival in May each year since shortly after World
War 11, but it had sagged in popularity since the early 80’s. The Jaycees, who were part-Sponsors
of the Festival, remembered that a Swainsboro man had created quite a publicity stir by sitting in
a pine tree for 30 days back in the 50’s. So, some of the Jaycees approached Lee and Fred and
asked them if one of our employees would be willing to sit in a pine tree for 31 days (a new
record) to generate some publicity for the festival. After a brief discussion, Lee agreed to do it.
Now he wasn’t just sitting on a limb. Rather the Jaycees arranged for a tree to be moved to the
court house lawn, anchored down real well, and placed a Handy House 30 feet up the tree. Lee
had electricity and cable TV, a house with a porch and a garden hose for water. The best part of
it all was that various restaurants brought him meals and the general public was most enthusiastic



in supplying him with many treats and snacks. Not only this, but he had broadcast equipment and
broadcast a program each day from the tree. All of this created quite a stir, not to mention
serving to get Lee and our radio station a lot of publicity, not only from the area but from all over
the country. When families would go out, the kids would say ”let’s go see the man in the tree,”
and Lee did his part by having treats to throw down to them.

At the end of 31 days, Lee came down to a tumultuous welcome, getting a hug from the
Festival Queen and leading the parade through town. This one event served to make us well-
known throughout the area. We went from being just those other guys to well-known! The Pine
Tree and hiring Fred Morgan proved to be the winning ingredients to forming a solid business in
Swainsboro. We felt we had a good programming staff and now everyone knew about it. We
became the radio leader in listenership and with Fred and Lee leading the way in sales, we begin
to bring in enough money to pay our bills.

We Get Into Other Businesses!!

When we introduced 24 hour a day country to WXRS-FM, we also came up with a pretty good
station moniker. Since we were at 103.9 on the dial, we called it 10-4 country. 10-4 was a
popular trucker response on C.B. radios and people remembered it. We also capitalized on our
poor location, “broadcasting from the Yam Grande Swamp”! We had the “Swamp Buggy” for
our mobile unit and talked about being swamp rats. We began to talk about the troll that lived
under the bridge and even had a troll on Halloween for the kids to come see. All in all, we did a
good job of promoting and marketing the FM. Meanwhile, we still had an AM station too.

Since there was a large black population in the town and in the area, we decided that we would
make the AM an all-black station with gospel music in the morning and rhythm and blues music
in the afternoon. The FM and AM had towers in different locations and we were still
broadcasting the AM from up town where it had always been, but the FM studio was located in
the aforementioned Yam Grande Swamp. Since most of the advertising was on the FM and most
of the programming effort was there, this was really the center of station activities. But we still
had studios and offices up town. Since we had a receptionist/secretary sitting there with little to
do, we decided to better utilize this space. | believe it was Cole who told us that a movie rental
store had opened in Warner Robins, called “Movies to Go.” Lee and I drove over one day to see
just how this brand new business was being received. At the time, very few people had their own
video recorders, so the store not only rented movies, they would rent you the VCR to play it on.
After some thought, we decided this would be a good business to open in Swainsboro. We went
back to Citizen’s Bank and secured a $9,000 loan to go into the movie rental business. We called
our new business “Rent A Show.”

The first week end we opened, we had a grand total of 93 movies and 15 video recorders for
rent. Since so few people had their own recorders, when the 15 VCR’s were gone, we couldn’t
rent any more movies. But we were encouraged by the response and began to add to our stock.
At that time, movies were costing us close to sixty dollars each, so we would only order one
copy or maybe two, or three if it looked like a smash. You could reserve movies if you wanted
but most people would have to wait to get the latest hits. Since the rental of VCR’s proved
popular, we decided to start selling them. Not only would we sell them, but we developed a rent-
to-own program.



Our success was such in Swainsboro that we decided to open another store in Louisville, 30
miles north of Swainsboro. A few months later we opened another store in Dublin and for a
couple of years we did all right with video rentals but soon enough the big boys got into the
action and we, as very little boys, saw the writing on the wall and got out of that business. In
Swainsboro, we bought a building on South Main Street when it was rumored that Walmart was
coming in down there. Our building was adjacent to Badcock Furniture and we eventually
bought the whole block, except for Badcock. After debating for some time what to do with the
property, we opened a combination convenience store and video store. Needing a catchy name,
we decided to call it ““ Crazy Cole’s.”

In August of 1984, Cole graduated from Auburn University with a degree in Electrical
Engineering, not exactly a “crip” major. He had several offers from some large companies but
agreed to come back and take over our retail businesses. A young black man, Bobby Gardner,
was working for us in a variety of capacities, some in radio and some in the retail business.
When Cole came back to handle the retail, he made Bobby, his right hand man and Bobby
proved to be outstanding in his dealings with the public. Everybody liked Bobby and he was a
pleasant business man. Bobby eventually bought one of the stores from us and later worked
regularly on the radio. We were all shocked and saddened by his untimely death.

In October of 1984, Cole married Kim Bogue of Perry, GA, who had been working for us for
several months. After they had been married for a cople of years, our oldest son, Lee, married
Melinda Morgan, a young lady that all of us knew form Barnesville. Now there were three
Studstill families in Swainsboro, involved in radio and retail. From our experiences, | think we
all agreed that radio was the business for us and we began to look for other radio properties.
Eventually, we sold the retail businesses and concentrated more on radio.

By late 1987, we bought an AM-FM combination in Mendota, Illinois, after failing to acquire
other properties in Georgia. Lee and Melinda left in early 1988 to take over the operation there
and we sold the retail business, allowing Cole to become full-time radio in Swainsboro. In the
early 80’s, Doris had hired Emma Horne to take over the office work. Her husband, Johnny, was
an experienced dj. and he too, came to work for us. By then, Jeff Wiggins, who had been with us
since the start, completed his technical training and become our engineer, as well as an air
personality. Dick Trede came along to work the midnight shift and Rev. Delmus Mosley worked
a good bit on the gospel music programs on the AM station. I’m sure there are others that I am
not able to remember now since it has been many years.

In late 1989, we acquired the radio station in Fort Valley, Georgia and some of us, including
Fred Morgan, worked there. In 1990, we sold the Swainsboro radio stations to Roy Thompson.
He kept most of the staff we had, on either full or part-time. 1989 we acquired another station in
Illinois and Cole and Kim, along with the light of our life, two year old Anna, moved to Pana,
[llinois. With her in Illinois, Doris and | were anxious to see her as much as possible, and we
made many trips for that very purpose. Then, in 1991, we decided to switch places with Lee and
Melinda. They came back to Georgia, and Doris and | went to Illinois. Soon we had a chance to
re-acquire WXRS property. In 1997, a third member came into our family with the birth of Lee
and Melinda’s daughter, Summer. Therefore, Doris and I, who had two sons, now had two
granddaughters.



In 1997, we had an opportunity to buy additional properties in Illinois. By that time we felt
that Lee and Melinda could leave Swainsboro in the capable hands of the staff. Rick Paul, who
had a successful career in radio and in the military, was back in the area and he was hired to do
the morning show on WXRS FM. By then, Jolly Martin had become our sales manager, Emma
Horne was still running the office, Jeff Wiggins was our engineer and Bobby Gardner was
running our AM station. Two reasons we wanted Lee and Melinda to come back to Illinois: 1) to
provide their services for our growing operation, and 2.) to get that one-year old granddaughter
closer to us.

In 1998, there was another twist of fate. We got a chance to buy WJAT AM and FM. At one
time, this would not have been allowed but the rules were different in the late 90’s and we were
able to buy these stations, thusly bringing Swainsboro full circle. Before 1978, there was one
owner of Swainsboro radio and now, after 1998, we were back to one owner, only now we were
operation two AM’s and two FM’s.

The stations continued to do very well in Swainsboro but the trips back and forth became too
much of a strain on Lee, so in 2004 when we got the chance to sell the properties, we did.
Swainsboro proved to be an important part of our life and hopefully, we contributed something
to the community. As of this writing in 2011, my wife, Doris has passed on, dying of cancer in
2007. As the Studstill family continues to learn and grow, time marches on. Life has been pretty
good for us and | hope it as for the fine community of Swainsboro.



Lee comes
down after
setting a new
31 day sitting
record in the
Pine Tree!




The
Swamp
Buggy in
Action




Top: Lamar
talks it up at
the base of
the Pine Tree.

Below: Doris
talking to
Johnnie
Bailes.




Left: Lee in the Pine Tree.

Right: Lee and Melinda at Crazy Coles.




Rick Paul at the controls on 100.5 FM, WXRS, circa 2000.




Rick and “Miss Deb” in the morning, working on 100.5 FM - WXRS, circa 1999.




On December 17, 2009, Chubby Checker, the one and only “King of the Twist,”
paid a visit to stations E98 and 971 FM, WXRS—The Rocket. Pictured above
from left to right: Rick Paul, Chubby Checker, Jacquie Brasher, Amy Gilbert,
Jolly Martin, Tara Glover, Anna Cobb and Madelynn Meeks.
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The Associated Press

High living

SWAINSBORO, Ga. — Disc Jockey Lee Studstill (above) has
taken up residence about 40 feet off the ground in the top of a
pine tree, where a tiny aluminom building was installed for him.
Studstill's small abode bas a bed, a television and running water,
and he will live in the tree house for 31 days as part of the town's
annual Pine Tree Festival
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Lee Studstill will try.to live in a tree in downto

wn Swainsboro for 31 days
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This DJ not pining away in new h

Macen Mews Stote Writer
SWAINSBORO — When Lee Studstill answers
pis ¢ “pine tree,” he's not kidding.
“So, you have a teiephone up thera?" a reporter
hsked him.
»I've even got cable TV." he replied, swaying
ly in the wind 40 feet up in the air.
in downtown Swainsboro, motorists cruise
ly around the courthouse square to see Stud-
| in the S-by-10 foot aluminum house attached 10
tra 1ed, 65-foot pine tree.
The 28-year-old disc jockey, formerly of Macon,
to stay in the tree 31 days. He spends much of
time sitting on his wooden porch and waving at
ithe steady stream of cars that pass by to look at

{7 %1 tes! like I'm the lion at the zoo," said Studstill
[“Remember how if he was in his house, you were
{@isappointed? 1 feel obligated to be out most
|of the time.”
BELIEVE IT dr not, Studstill has a reason for
Mving more than a month in a pine tree.

It's part of the annual Pine Tree Festival, which
i heid in recognition of Emanuel County's timber

mdustry
For his part in the promotion, Studstill is getting
3ot of recagnition of his cwn. S0 is his radio station
its advertisers.
M i Grimes of Swainsboro brought his sister
brother-in-law from Savannah to see the disc
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But Studstill’s act, as bizarre as it may be, is old
hat to many peopie here. :

RAY BRINSON stayed in a pine tree in front of
the Emanusl County Courthouse for 30 days three
decades ago, and his feat has never been

matched.

Nor was it forgotten, even though Brinson died
eight yearsago.

A couple of tourists came th Swainsboro
several morths ago and stopped at the Chamber of

Commerce. It seems they also had been through
town three cecades before.

“Wasn't this the town where the man was living
in the pine tree?"" they asked.

At the Chamber of Commerce, they had never
heard the sory, 5o they began asking the court.
house reguiars who told them the story of Ray
Brinson

And soon after, the local Kiwanis and Jaycees,
many of whom were children dum‘f. Brinson's 30
days in a pire tree, decided t0 revive his legend and
beat his record by one day

THEY RECEIVED a half dozen applications for
the job andchose Studstill, in part because he could
give the festival plenty of publicity over his radio
station.

Studstill has given the Pine Tree Festival more
publicity tan they hoped for. Reporters from at
least three newspapers and a television station
have climbed a 40-foot lndder to interview him,

L gl n e dia hesandsasee formam

house but few other amenities.
A wash bucket serves ashis b
container is his toilet
Three restaurants in town pe
ting it in a milk crate attached
beer company gave him & f
has stored in a cooler

THIS 1S TORNADO season,
afraid. Nor are the people wh

The tree was transpiantad
Swainsboro and placed n an &

y wires are attached 0 1
secured 10 the tree.

“They say the chances of |
Studstill said. “And | think @
sven I the tree feil ™

The house is mads of slum
does not seem 10 WOrTy any
promotion

“There's a flagpole = front
said Frankln Funderburs of
“We thamk bghoes

|fe Of DuSIneSS-Chreg =g T
If he stays for more Sas 1
ot = the Gesnness Sook o
“T've copsadered 1.7 De Sns



